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SIR, 


H E Subje@ of this Letter is a faithful Narra- 
tive of the Tryal, Condemnation, and Execu- 
tion of one of our Presbyterian Preachers, who 
made an A on the Sacred Perſon of the 
* | Archbiſhop of St. Andrews, in the Month of 
Juh, 1663, The Story is very Comprehenſive, and will 
invite me to ſpeak of many particular Things and Perſons, 
and it will be Difficult for me to paſs through it all, without 
touching a little upon Publick Affairs; in doing of which, 
| I ſhall endeavour to perform the Part of a faithful Hiſtorian, 
| in writing nothing but matter of Fact. 
I have already fix'd the Beginning of this Story in the 
Month of July, 1668. But the execrable Wretch reſoly d 
to do the Fact two Years before, and Languiſh'd all the 
Time for want of an Opportunity to Execute his Inhuman 
Deſign. At laſt, having obſerv'd, that the Lord Primate 
us d always to go about this Town in his Coach, he reſolv'd 
to Piſtol him in it; and accordingly, on Sat of the 
aforeſaid Month, diſcharged a Piſtol, loaden with three 
Bullets, at him; which were i ted by the Arm of 
the Lord Biſhop of Orkney, who at the ſame inſtant was 
1 — into his Grace s Coach: As ſoon as he had Shot, he 
| walked faſt away; and as he croſs d the Street, the Primate 
got a view of his Face. He was not immediately purſu'd, 
which gave him ity to Eſcape into the Houſe of 
one Ferguſon, an ejected Miniſter ; which being in an obſcure 
Place of the Town, he had prepar'd for a Retreat, in Caſe 
he could get ſafe thither. 3 

There, having diſguiſed himſelf by putting on a Perri- 
| wig, and changing his Cloaths; he immediately went into 
dhe Street again; and made as great a buſtle as any in the 
| Throng, to find out the A. who had Shot at the 
Primate z and, as he hop'd, had Kill'd him in his Coach. 
He was known by none in the Crowd, bit by three ot his 

— Confederates, who had come to Town on purpoſe to Aſſiſt 

him in his bloody Deſign. 
Their Deſignations, or Titles, were Barſcob, Mandroget, 
end Major Lermouth, who hos been Ring-leaders , the 
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. 


(EF | 
Rebellion at Pentlaud- Hills, in the Year 1688. the Aſſaſſn 
joyn'd himſelf with theſe three; and after a Conſultation, 
what they ſhould do for their turther Security, they unani- 
mouſly reſulv d to retire into the Garden of Sir Archibald 
Primroſe, the Lord Chief Juſtice, who had for many Years 


the Misſortune to be eſteem'd a Favourer of the Fanatica! 


Faction; tho* it be hard to imagine, how a Man, that 
hath gotten ſo great an Eſtate by the King's Royal Bounty, 


- 


ſhould have ſo much Favour for the worſt of his Subject, 


unleſs he hath loſt all ſenſe of Gratitude and Honour, 


Certain it is, That there are ſuch Monſters of Diſloyalty, 


and Ingratitude in the World; and as certain it is, (tho he 
be not one of them) that the Credit he hath with that 


Party, encour this Murnival of Rebels and Murderers, 
to ſhelter themſelves the following Night within his Precincts, 


* than any other caged in this P 32 But 
t ing approaching, they thought it ſafer to quit the 
Town ; and the other three conducting Mr. James Abel, 
(for that's the Name of this abominable Man) he made a 
final Eſcape by their Aſſiſtance, and was never after ſeen 
in this „till the latter End of 1673. In this Inter- 
val betwixt July, 68. and the latter End of 73. he had 
Rambled through Holland, England and Ireland; from 
whence he return d to his Countrey, refoly*'d (at it ſeems) 
to Aſſaſſin the Primate again. Not 


fuming, that after more than five Years Abſence, he mig 
live incognito here, at leaſt ſo long, till he could find a 


portunity to Execute his bloody Deſign. In order to 


de 4a he hir'd a Shop within a Door or two of the Primate's 
Lodgings, where his Wiſe 
Brandy, and ſuch like things. 

But he had not long frequented there, before he was diſ- 
cover'd, and Appre upon Suſpicion 3 and when he 
wastaken (which was on the ſame Day of the Week, and 
in the ſame Place, where he had formeriy ſtood to commit 
the Fa&) there were two Piſtols found about him, in Size 
and Shape, like that which the Primate ſaw him hold in his 


Hand, immediately after he had ſhot at his Grace; and 


upon ſearch, they were allo found to be charg'd with three 
Bullets each. Being apprehended by Sir W;llian Sharp, be 
was immediately brought to his Brother the Primate's 

odgings ; and though a great Crowd had preſſed in after 
him, yet his Grace knew him at firſt ſight he all the reit, 
(ſuch a deep im the trankent View he got of him, 


after the Shot, had made upon him) and going ſtrait up tu 


him, 


after his Return, 
he Married, and repair'd with his Wike, Edinburgh; pre- 


pretended to ſell Tobacco and 


(3) 


him, without any Heſitation, he ſaid unto him, 
_— Man; upon which the Wretch tremb trembled, 
P 
Not long after, he was Conven d beſore the 
cil, and the Duke of Lauderdale, his. Com- 
miſſioner then fitting in Council, but comſeſs 
nothing before them; which made the Right Honourable 
Foard depute a Committee for his farther Examination: 
Betore which he freely conteſs'd the Ea, and aftarwards 
acknowledged and ſign d his Conſeſſion before the King's 
High Commiſhoner fitting in Council, with the 
Hajtoer the Treatirer Deputy, the Earl of Beide Lord 
Chancellor, and ſome other ot the Cauncil Subſcrib'd js Wit- 
| neſles; and this Paper was „ 


CA 8, ; 
Land 


Privy Coun- 


8 


a8 à 1 Confethon of his Crime. 
After this Examination of him before: his Maj jeſty's High 
Commiſhoner fitting in Council (which ha in Febrkwyy 


1674) he was put upon his Tryal in the Criminal Court. 
But after his Iidif&ment was read, he deny d it, and te- 

tracted the Canfeſhon, which he had freely made without 
| anypromifſe of Pardon before the High Commiſſioner, and 
| the Council; upon which Sir Jabs Nubet, his Majeſty's Ad- 
vocate (who, notwithitanding his fair Pretenſions to the 
Church, either Loves or Fears the Fanatical Fall ion too 
much) ſeem d very much ſurpriʒ d, aud deſiſted immediately 

| frum his Proſecution, deſiring the Judges to Adjourn the 

Court; and from that time wauld never the Mur- 


derous Villain ain, although he was oblig'e his Othce 
todoit, as — — z who > Da Sar 
ſuinis would not purſue him himſelt. Es iudg _ alio at that 
time had no great Stomach to fit u ryal of this 
bloody Saint : Se that the Bn mn — forced to 
ſend him Priſoner to the Baſſe (a Rock in the Forth) where 
he continued till the latter End of December, when the 
Priv Council fent far him to be Try'd again 
t this Time it was rumour'd about Ton Town and Coun- 
oy, that the Whigs (for ſo we call Fangtichs) _—_— 
; take off both the Archbiſhops, and ſome other Biſhops by 
Aſlaſſination; and likewiſe vehement Suſpicions and Pre- 
ſumptions were found, that they had the like Deſign on other 
eminent Perſons, who were moit concern'd, and refolv d to 
ſee them reduc d to Order and Obedience. And therefore 
the Council thought it expedient, to prevent ſuch bar bar aus 
Attempts, and ſecure the Lives af his Majeſty's faithtul 
| Mpniſters, to bring —_ to publick Jaltice, gh = 
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n, | 


(4) 
Remonſtrator-Pregbyterians of our Country might ſee, what 
their Clements and Revillacs were to expect. 4 : 

Since the Duke of Lauderdale came laſt hither, Sir John 


Nabgr. relign'd bis Charge, and his Majeſty put Sir George | 


N, a Learned and Worth Gentlemen into his Place; 
who in Obedience to the Order of the Privy-Council, pur- 
ud this common Enemy of Mankind, with a C ourage and 
Zeal, that became ſuch a.gallant Man, and a good Chriſtian, 
22 he 9 'he mult tor ever diſoblige that impla- 
cable Party, which hath ſworn to extirpate Epiſcopacy 


this MiGreant's Proceſs was made; ſeeing his Tryal was 
dependant four Days: For he was Arraign'd on Monday 
the Seventh of January in the Morning, and receiv'd not 
Sentence till the tbllowing Thurſday at Two in the Afﬀer- 
poan. As the Privy Council were very Juſt, ſo were they 
exceedirg Merciful to this inhuman Man: For at the in- 
ſtance of his Majeſty's Advocate, they commanded Sir George 
Lockhart, one of the beſt Lawyers of this Nation, to be of 
his Council; and had he been the greateſt Subject of the 
three Kingdoms, his Cauſe could not have been more 


ſtrenuouſſy defended, nor his Proceſs made with more Care, 


The firſt Day was ſpent in reading the Iadiſt ment, and diſ- 
cuſſing ſome preparatory. Doubts, neceſſary to be determin'd 


by an Interlocutory Sentence, be lore the Jury could be Impan- 


nell d, and the Witneſſes Sworn. The bts were three: 
Fixft, Whether that Confeſſion. which the Priſoner made 
before the King's High Commiſſioner, and thePrivy-Council 


cond was, Whether it this Cunteflion ſhould be made appear 
to be upon hopes or promiſe of Pardon, it ſhould not ſerve 
for the Priſoner's Exculpation ? And the Third was, Whe- 
ther by a certain A& of Parliament made for the Security 
of his Majeſty's Privy Counſellors and Officers, the attempted 
Aſſaſſinage of the Primate, who was a Privy-Counſellor, 
were Capital, or no? All which Preliminaries, — 
deliberated upon, and Debated among 1 wy on | 
and on Wedneſday following pronounc ir Interlocutory 
Sentence in 1 x ous Heads, "44 
After the Sentence was ( ury was Impan- 
nell d, and the Witnefles Be orn; ion 
I ſhall ſet down as I heard them. ; 
The Keeper of the * Talbooth's Son Depon'd, That having 
ask'd the Priſaner, how he could do ſuch a Barbarous Action 


— 
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Tou may eaſily judge with what Deliberation and Caution 
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fitting in Council, were Judicial or Extrajudicial ? The - 
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(5) 
in cold againſt a Man that had never done him 
| ? He Anſwer d, That it was not done in cold Blood ; 
for the Blood of the Saints was reaking yet at the Croſs in 
Edinburgh. By the Saints he meant the Rebels at Pentland- 
Hills in 1666. One of which he himſelf had been; and fome 
Principals whereof, that were taken in the Field, had deen 
Executed about two Years before at the Croſs in Edinburyh. 
| The Lord Biſhop of Galloway (whom no good Church- 
man here oaght to mention without Honour and Ae 
tot 


having brit afſerted the Privilege that is granted to Biſhops 
| to have their Depolitions taken at home, according 
Civil and Canon-Law ; and proteſted that his Obedience 
to the Court ſhould be no prejudice to that Privilege; De- 
| pon'd, That having ask'd the Priſoner, What mov'd him 
ta make ſuch a Bloody Attempt on an Innocent Man? He 
Anſwer' d, That he did it, becauſe he apprehended him to 
de an Enemy to the People of God. 3 
The Lord Halton Depoſed, That having ask'd him, how 
be durſt be ſo wicked, as to do fach an execrable Fact? He 
| anſwer'd, That be did it, becauſe the Archbiſhop was an 
| Enemy to the Godly People of the We8. aw 
| Furthermore, the Lord Chancellor and the Lord Halton, 
| teſtify d upon Oath, That he o d the Conſe ſſion preduc'd 
| in Court before the Privy Council, and acknowledged their 
Names, which were Subſcrib'd under it, and the Priſoner 
——ů— bn 8 
tions bei , there was no way to 
ſave the Priſoner, but by making it ar, ther ho had 
made this Confeſſion upon Promiſe, or of Pardon; 
| and therefore his Advocates deſir d, that the Lord Chancel- 
lor might be calld to declare upon Oath, if he did not en- 
| him to confeis upon Promiſe, or Oath, to endeavonr 
to ſecure Life and Limb, as he alledg'd his Lordſhip did. 
| But hedeclar'd upon the Oath he had taken, that he never 
made any ſuch Promiſe un Oath unto him: And the Duke 
| of Lauderdale and the Lord Haltoz being alſo call'd to De- 
| upon that particular, Teſtify'd, That they never 
| 2 Lord Chancellor, ar any other, had encou- 
! rag'd him to make that Confeihon upon Hopes or Promiſe 
| of Pardon; which if it could have been legally prov'd, he 
| muſt have been Abſolv d. DUES oof 
| The impudent Villain likewiſe defir'd the Judges, that 
the Primate himſelf might be cited into the Court, to de · 
clare upon Oath, if he did not encourage him to gontels upon 
2 Promiſe to endeayour to procure his Pardon; to which 
| being Swor n, he anſwer d, That immediately ay his 
| pprꝭ 


r NAR S 77 SS ore 


12 
bd 


Ela BT ISO RS<ETanT=zc 


(6 
Apprehenſon, he took him aſde to Diſcourſe with him in 
Private, where he did aſſure him he forgave him, and 
would endeavour to fave him from publick Juſtice, if he 
_ would confeſs the Fact; but that upon his Encour 
he would make no Conteſhon, nar ever after offer U any to 
him g fo that tho he ſtill forgave him, yet he did not con- 
1 1 —— 
than fve Years Obftinatian in his Crime. 
There were many other Witneſſes ready 


to Depone, of 
which there was no need. One * have teitify'd. 


That he heard him ſay, that he would do the Fact, if it 
were to be done again: And another coald have Depon'd, 
that he heard him ſay, Let me but Shoot at him again, 


and Il be content to de Hang d if I miſs. The Fury, which 


conſiſted of Fifteen Gentlemen, unanimouſly found him 
Guilty ; and when Sentence was pronounc d, Tbat he ſhauld 
be carried to the common Place of apt, and there 


be Hang'd, he told the es, that he took it as rom GOD, 
but not from them. Ju's 


Since he was Condemn'd, he deſir d that fume Canrenticls 
Miniſters that were Impriſon d with him, might be admit 
— ve him Comfort, and obſtinately reſuſed the Aſſiſt · 
the Miniſters of our Church. — ane of them | 
ns — to remind him of the Murder he was Guilty 
of in the Eyes of God, tho' he fuffer'd him nat ta eſſectuate 


his his Dobgn. B But inſtead of making any impreffon on his 
9 —ð—k fe 


or receiving common 


E him that he was a Murderer of Souls, 
and Enthuſiaſtick 

He was a ———ͤ 
nance, and had the Air of an 
could have. He came with his Perriwig Powder'd ta the 
Men devoed 15 ds Mie? by phir Prcipes ad Cam 

to 

r 

As for his Original, tis ſa — that the mean Pro- 
letarian Condition of his Parents affords me no Notice of his 
Birth. And for his Education, after he had paſſed through 
the ſublidiary part of Learning, he was ſent to the College of 
Edinburgh in time of the late Uſurpation; where he 
made very ſmal] in any part of good Literature, 
but apply d himſelf to the reading of fuch filly Fanatical 
Books, as were fit for his narrow ity and Enthuſiaſtical 


Temper ; ſo that the acquir d, or — of 10 


hi good Wille receave eee er eproxches 
op enter for, with many more Rude 


as much as a Man 
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' Dickſon, a great Apoſtle 


Hanatical Pamphlets, that he might be an able 
and compleatly finiſh'd with all thoſe Canting Aﬀe 


dd the Practical to the 


7 


pos d by the help of Study and Books. | 
Among theſe People it was, that Mztchel deſign'd to 
Teach and Preach; and therefore after he was graduated 
| Maſter (which is here at the End of four Years) he apply d 
himſelf to the Study of _—_— Divinity under Mr. David 
of t 


Solemn League and Covenant; 
under whom hecontinued his Method of Reading Modern 
orkman, 


Phraſes, which diſcriminate a Spiritual from a Carnal 

Preacher our Presbyterians : And are Muſick and 
Charms to their Enthuſiaſtical Ears. And that he might 
Speculative part of Fanaticiſm, and 


de perfe&ly Maſter of his Trade, he frequented thoſe pri- 


— — 


vate Meet! 


ings, where Conferences, Pray ers and Sermons 


vere ſpoken in that Dialect; and where Tone, Grimace, 


and Geſticulations, are far more Powerful than all the true 
Learning and Eloquence in the World, 4 

Having acted ſumetime in theſe Nurſeries of Enthuſiaſm, 
he thought himſelf fit for any Ecclefiaftical Emplovment; 


_ and therefore offer'd himſelf to be Try'd by the Presbyrery 


of Dalkeztb, who rejected him for Inſufficiency, as ſome yer 
alive can Teſtiſie to the Iorld. 
Aſter this Repulſe, he began to 


Project ſome other way 


of Living; and. was ſhortly after Recommended to the Lair4 

| of Dundas, to be 

_ Chaplain for ſaying extemporary Prayers, He paſſed fome 
ily 


Pedagugue to his Children, and Domeſtick 


time in this Family for a Gitted and very Holy Young 


Man; till ſome of che Servants obſerved an extraordinary 


Familiarity betwixt him and a Young Woman, who was 
the Old Cardiner's Wite. Being pofſeS'd with this Suſpicion, 


| they obſery'd him the more; and one Night as they were 


watch- 


(3) 


watching, they ſaw his Mi@reſs go to his Chamber, which | 


was a Summer-houſe built on the Garden-wall, The Key, 
as it happen'd, was left on the out- ide of the Door, which 
one of thoſe that watched obſerving, gently lock'd the Door 
upon them, and immediately ran to call his Maſter, who 
came to the Garden to ſet what would be the Event. Aſter 


they had been as long as they pleas d together, at laſt | 
Hortenfia comes to go out; who to her reat Confuſion Finding [ 


the Door lock'd, back to the terer ; who, fearing 
that ſhe ſhould be taken with him, immediately let her 
down the Garden-wall, by the help of his Shirt, ſhe hanging 
at one end, and he holding the other as naked as when he 
was Born. His Patron all this while beheld him like a 
filthy Pziapus upon the Garden-wall, and the next Day 
in great 18 diſcharged him of his Service and 
Houte. I ſu 


Sins, which you'll find him hereafter conſeſſing in his | 
deſerved a — Death than he endured. 


Afterwards he came to Edinburgh, where he liv'd ſowe 


| Years in a Widow's Houſe, call'd Mrs, Grifſald Wh: 


who dwelt in the Cow-gate 3 and with whom that Dion: 


of Mankind, Major Weir was Boarded at the ſame time. 
By his Converſation, it may be 
improved much in the Art of Hypocriſie, and Drank in 


more deeply thoſe Murderous and Treaſonable Principles, | 
which he atterwards practiſed in the whole Courſe of his 


Life, and juſtified at his Death. Now began he to Converſe 
with the moſt Bigot Zealots againſt Authority, to frequent 
and hold Conventicles to Preach up the Covenant, and to 


the utmoſt of his Power bd ea yn 


ppoſe this is one of his particular and priyate | 


that Mitchel | 
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the Schiſm, which was | 


begin in the Church. By theſe Practices, he much endear'd | 


himſelf to his Tutor Major Weir, who recommended him 
for a Chaplain to a Fanatical Family, the Lady whereofws | 
Niece to Sir Archibald Jobnſtoz Laird of Wareſton, one of | 
the molt furious Rebels againſt the late Blefſed KING, 
and greateſt Compliers with the late 


Kingdoms; and whom you may t 


During his Abode in this Family, broke out the Rebel 
lion of the Faraticks in 1666, He no ſooner heard of it, 
ut joyned with the Rebels, who were defeated at Pentland 
bills : Though Mr. Welſh (as it is reported) during the 
Fight, prayed with up-lifted Hands to the Lord of Bols 


againſt Amalek 28 moved him to Mif-call the 


Royal Forces) and had Hands ſtayed up by fome 


— oy 
an _ ap es 
_ Preſident of t mmittee ety: For all which accumula | 
| tel Treafons he was Execute a4 1663. 


72 & 
his | 
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| Saints of the Brotherhood, till the Devil tem 


his Blood. 
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with many other Princi 


Actors in the Rebellion; . excepted by — 


in his Majeſty's Gracious Proclamation of Parden, that he 


ht receive no 


Benefit thereby. From this time he 
k'd about, and ſhelter'd himſelf among the Rebellious 


Main the Lord Primate, for which he hath E 


Among others of his Excellent Qualifications, I have told | 
you what an utter /gnoramus he was: And I cannot forbear 


to tell you farther, that Welſh and "Arnot, and all the reſt 


of them are full as Illiterate as he; and that their inſuperable 


Ignorance in Divine and Humane Learning, is the Mother 
ot their 1 ey Indeed all fly w_ 
upon the Account of Epzſcopacy, are chiefly to be aſc 

the ſhamefiil Igtorance of of Fange Divines in Fete] 
hatical Antiquity q who looking no farther back into the 


Hiſtory of Religion, than the 1 the Reformatian, 
and fome of — not ſo far, did hate * rw as 


an Uſurpation, or elſe looked upon it as a meer Human 
Conſtitution; and ſo could not os that particular Vene 
ration for it, "that was due to an Apoltolical Ordinance, ſo 
viſibly founded in the Scriptures, and which was the ſole 
invartable Government of GOD's Univerſal Church for. 
above 1 Years. 
Of — *. excelent Man Mr. — —— on wy a de- 
plorab mple ; tho he was a t Tem 
and Prudence, and very Learned in his way; * wang of 
— of which he was ignorant, was the unha 
Cauſe, why he engaged tor the Covenant againſt the King, 
and theChurch. Had he ſpent but half ſo many Hours in that, 
he had never moved ſo excentrically to bs Church, nor done 
choſe things, for whith' he expiated ich Tears before 
late Bl Majeſty at Newcaftle'; a rds ſpending the 
ſhort Remainder of Fhis Lik, ina — Penitential Re- 
tirement; fot which be g ſuſpected by his Brethren of 
the Covenant, who called him Apuſtate from the Cauſe. 
There are many Perſons yet alive, who can Teſtife this to 
be true 3 which may Teach all. Divines, how dangerous it 


is for them to Live in] of Eccleſiaſtical AR ty, 
which is fo eafly 2equir'd, and ſo uſeful to be known, That 
eomprehenſive Genius, Mr. C —— nothing buſt 
to mike him as ; Ofthodox, and mmate a 1 as 


ver was in the Church bf GOD: For had he 2 


half as well verſed in the more Priazitire Ecclefiaticad. 
Writers, as he was in St, Auguſtine, he bad never Coin'd 
the Notion of a Lay-Elder, defended the Horrible Decree, 
— 
But to Conclude this Digreſſion with — — © 


there were very few, among our Cov 
Comparable to him for Prudence and Learning; and 
even the lower moſt Form of our former Pres erin wer 
| great Men in compariſon to theſe of the 
who are all burning Zeal, but no Knowledge * 
. noe only bythe Sequel ofthis Story, n 
1 Miniſter, chat lately Re volted WE: 


"3 —_ 

Received your Teiter of the 14th Yo! 
1 LESS 21 5 A 
ht to have term d it a 


die ſo many Ties, th Greed of (ha Land) that, mith the 
Grace of God, I would not adventure 10 abide the Terror of the 
Lord for all the and Preferments in 
LIN = oy ns itaip- or 
nd, or their Adberents, is, That they may have 7 
2 ciences, a I bave had; if they be no® 
3 ſry.  _ 2 
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from Near + ay * 
Dee by mary Coll i theſe three Lands, till 


— 7 ularly to the Point, that 
E e. Fr Ae by @ Equality and Parity of 
niſter, all of Lies i el, arg 

of the Lord, and exercifing the K of Order 
ns Dalits cad Dian accor 
Order and feeding the Flock of GOD; not as being 
oP; s Heritage, 77 -obideg Flock ; Tea, 
I 4s lere Cmnith all the Lord's faithful S:roants and Witneſſes 
| iſe three Lands, both . the nt, and ſome former 


Generations, and with all the Lords — and 1 


Seruants and People, that have been, or now are in thi 
gn = - ) confeſs and bear my Witneſs and Teft6- 
, the Cauſe bf God, and the Work of Reformation, ſo much 
2 attained , bow ed and born down ſorver, 
ani 10 the Canfeſſions of Faith 0 the Church of Scotland, and 
of the three Kidgdoms ; and 10 _ and trinational Co- 
venant; 1 — 7 4 f CoD, Ame, uffer Aﬀtiion , 
the ns People OP, than to enjoy the P 
fa for 4 Seaſon ; eſteeming the Reproaches for Chrift greater 
8 ures and Preferments in the — = 
| defire you, with your Brethren, to confider thoſe Seri 
ate theme home 10 nf Ha. 66.5. Zach. 11. 5. Jo ___ 
HU Remember your wor — that is 
, 1 bope, in Glory, ſhall bear Witneſs againſt en. 
ever, Lordly Prelacy, for I bad never @ jeyf u 
Hour fence I threrein ; and welcome, welcome my 
I ies ne ooh eg ny 
s; 1 s thu, confe(s thte bear 
— and oy jovi ared Truth 1 by thy Blood, — 2 


— — and not „ 
i bope to overcome. 


Cambre-Iſle, 8. c Subſcribit, Alex. Sumer, Miiller 
ag 6, 1677. of the Guipe! at Combre, 3 
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(12) 
Unleſs you are vers'd in our Hiſtorian Buchanan, you will 
wonder, why this Learned Antiquarian ſhould aſſert, That 


the Government of our Church was Presbyterian from the | 


firſt Plantation of the Goſpel in 205, or rather 203, till 
the Arrival of Palladim in the middle of the Fifth Century. 
You mult know there ſore, That all the Authority our Presby- 
terians have for this Aſſertion, is trom Buchanan, that 
ſurious Enemy of ua. oh -who in the Fifth Book of his 
Hiſtory, writes, that the Church in the . aforeſaid time 


was not Govern'd by Biſhops, but by the Monks or Culdees ; 


which, were it true, as it is falſe, would prove, that the 
2 of me Church in that Interval, was þ Preſ- 

_ byterian, but y Lazcal, ſecing it was that 
time, that . admitted — 2 
itted to meddle with Church Affairs. But you may 

nd a larger Conſutation of this groundleſs Aſſertion of 
Buchanan, in Archbiihop $orſwoad's Hiſtory. e 


But to continue my Narrative of Mr. Mitchel, I 
to acquaint you with other memorable Things, that hep+ 
round between his Condemnation and Execution, which 
was on Friday the 18th of „ in the Graſs-Market, 
about three of the Clock in the Afternoon. " , 

Some time before the Execution, the Reverend Mr. 
Annand, Dean of Edinburgh, not diſcourag'd with the 


unthankful Returns one of his Brethren had receiv'd from | 


the Male factor before, out of his tender to his 
Soul, wrote him a very aſſectionate and pious Letter, 
wherein he endeayour'd to ſhew him from the Goſpel, how 
contrary his Principles and Practices were to the Dodtrine 
of Chriſtianity; and Exhorted him to Repentance for 
that Un-chriſtian Attempt, by which he 'd to take 
away the Life of one Sacred Perſon, and grievoully 
wounded another, Cc. To all which, he returned this 


I can only you | Jour 
whether real or pretended ; 7 J tv 
the Goſpel ro Love and 
pray I both for My. Sharp, and you. But 


8 s Wickedneſs, and my own Siucerity 

Fs fa "mes Gwe be pleaſes; Ie 

2be Manifeftation of my Fad, to the Day of G 0 D's Righteon 
end Ungyerſal Judgment ; praying 


; 


, that GOD my 


the Clergy ; and 


| AR. But, you foe, trap eater rakes — 
this it this Anſwer ; wherein to = 


: Part comming wc the Judges, "EF the Ki 
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Ehe Dean in bis Line? e ay 

Convince him; That the 2 a was u 

Years ta 2 

GOD, like the #mpu 


or could do, thav 2 


O D to do au 


le was to the Office, as well as 

Archbithop,' he mentions his Crate riot hy, Ris 
Charadeer, but by his Name. n 
been rold-in che Priſon, hay, be. would ner do 


bfe&ions on 
ng's Advocate: 
22 wy ſelf to ſend you a @ Tranſcript of the latter. 


—— ww 


ED cs, 27 K Toe pie 


Fdept, that 
GOD doth not unte and 
particular Sing; but that I am brought here, that the Work of 
GOD might be made Manifeſt; and for the Tal of,. Faith, 
John 9. 3. 1 Pet. 1. 7. And that I may bs # Wieſt for bis 
deſpiſed Truth, and Invereft in thu Eand, 'who am called 10 
$4] the ſame mith my Blood. And I wiſh beartily, that — 
my poor Life may put an End 10 the Perſecution of abe uy 
Members z rw: of in this Kingdom, ſo. much an iff 
poſttzon th be, and In 


plead with me in this Place, for my 


of the N Jui ine willingly tay: 5 
277% 6 enn 
worthy o do the (ame fo hi Glory and inte. 2 
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The Copy of my Letter 


linburgh-Tolbooth, 


the 16th, 1674. 
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| before aur Laureation, be tendered to m the National ( 
and ſolemn League and Covenant; where be ſtopp'd me; ſayii 
( I wade you are come here to grue a Teſts 7 And them bei 
| demanded, what I called Rebellion, if it was not Rebellicn to 
Forces in the Face ? To-which I wer's 
Lord Coammuſſwoner, if it pleaſe your Grace, 


„ 


| *ppoſe bie Majeſty's 


| the Duty of thoſe Forces to bave joy! 
National 


w CFR Rus 


4 ” 
Law of thy 925 
rn X Cormuſſwner, 
before the Council there ae; id % v1 
| Lord Chancellor „ in the Tear 1656, R 


| = that they ſbould baue been mt; 


there? Anſwer, With my 


ſaith he, did you not Corrverſe with My. 


HT 


15 


of 


I „iy co1 


1 that it was 
joxyzed wit according to the 
Covenant ; at which Anſwer Iperceto'd rin. Fe 
| Ie, fy bes I beer that you baue been over Seas, wb mn 


juch as be? D which 1 Anſwered, my Lord. 


Commiſſioner; - 1 
con- 


16) 


bi Miniſters: To which be Rc 


* 8 | IE 


bis: Finger. Anſw. My Lord Commiſſioner, the grievous 
pr and horrid Bloodſhed of. my Brethren, and the 
eager: Purfut after my own Blood, as it appeareth this 


__ 
| . lor, as '< IT 'T 
— xp 4 ;nbibiting ay more Blood 10 be d upon that 
Arcaunt, nil the laſt Ten were Rueched; and I being 6 
Soldier, not baving laid down Arms, but being ſtill pon 
enn nor having. any other Quarrel nor Aim at 


1 hope, ix 


may be underſtood,” 
ul ; beſides the proſecuting of 


Fx 
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Overthrow of Prelates and Prelacy : And I being à declard 
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ing faſt bold on me, they being armed 


— (pr him, ſecing what be bad dane was upon bs 


„ 


of: the ſame which was, and is in that Part | 
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| withour Law or Order, in the be 
-| Brethren, whoſe 0 


| bus bloody Murders, as witneſs the wound: 


| Death, according to GO D's expreſs 
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| Brothers Account; which Excuſe, my Lord, I eaſily admitted 


of. ſeeing that be thought himſeif obliged to do what be did 
of his Brother, ; much 
more was T obliged to do what 1 did, in behalf of many 

Oppreſſion was ſo great, and whoſe Blood be 
had cauſed ſhed in ſuch abundande : Moreover, be inſiſting in 
ng Mr. Bruce at bis 
taking of bis Emiſſaries, ſome few Days before that fell ous 
concerning himſelf ; now, If by any means in taking bim 
away. I could have put a ſtop to the then current Perſecution : 


Thus far I have truly reſumed what paſt. 


But this Anſwer to the ſecond Part of the Indiſt ment, may 


be thought by ſome to be a ſtep out of the ordinary way; where- 
fore I ſhall offer theſe things following to your Conſideration, viz. 


That paſſage, Dent. 13. 9. Where to me it is manifeſt, That 
the Seducer or Inticer to orſhip talie Gods, is to be put to 


Death by the Hands of thoſe whom be ſeeke tb to turn away from 
be Lord, eſpecially by the Hand of the Witneſſes, 


1 any 
dne; as it appears Deut. 13. 9. which Precept I concerue 
u be Moral, and not meerly Fudicial, ani that it is not at all 
dere monial or Levitical: But as every Moral Precept is Unis 
ꝛerſal as to the Extent of Place, ſo alſo as to the Extent of Time 


| aud Perſons ; upon which Command, Sir, Ido really think that 


Phineas acted in taking away the Midianitiſh Whore, and bim 
whom ſhe had ſeduced, Numb. 25. 6. Alſo that Elijah by 
vertue? of that Precept, gave Commandment to the People 10 


| deftoy Baal's Prieſts, contrary to the Mind of the ſeducing 
| Magiſtrate, who was not only remiſs and negligent in executing 
| Juſtice, but became à Protector and Defender of tbe Sedacers : 


Then and in that Caſe, I ſuppoſe the Chriſtian's Duty not 10 bs 


| very dark. Moreover. we ſee what the People of Iſrael did, 
2 Chron. 31. 1. They deſtroyed Idolatry, not only in Judah, 


where the King concurred, but in Ephraim and Manaſſeb, 
where the King himſelf was an HMolavter ; and ſurely what all 
the People were bound to do, as their Duty by the Law of GOD, 
every one was boum to do it 10 the uttermoſt of their Power and 
Capacity. And as it is, Ezek. 13. 3. Where the Seducer's 


| Farber and Mother ſhall put bim to Death; I take this to be 


meant of the Chriftian Magiſtrate. But when he is withdraw 

by the ſeducer from the Exerciſe of bis Office and Duty, and bet 

become utterly Remiſs and Negligent in putting the Seducer to 
E 3 which is not 10 


be expected of bim ( for then be ſhoul4 do Fuſtice upon himſelf ) 
but is become a ProteFor and Defender of the 1dolater ; [ 
doubt not, but it do th become the Duty of every Chriſtian, 10 

the uttermoſt of tis Power and Capacity, 10 d rey and 2 
©. | | 9 0, 


(18) 


both, Idolatry and Holaters, Tea, theſe preſumptuouſiy-wmaur: | 


thering Prelates ought 10 be bild by the Avenger of Blood, 
when be meeteth them, by the expreſs Law of GOD; ſeeing 
the thing is manifeſtly true, Numb. 25. 21. and not have 
liberty to flee to ſuch Cities of Refuge, as the vain Pretext of 


Lawful Authority: But they ſhould be taken even from the 
ut to Death. Moreover, what 


* 


Horns of ſuch Altars, and . 

zs ſpoken of concerning Amalek, upon the account, that he de- 
fign'd and reſolv'4 the Extirpation of the Lord's People and Truth, 
who are bis Throne, upon which ke puts forth bis Hand; and 


becauſe be took occaſion againſt them, Exod. 17. 15. Numb. 


24. 20. He endeavouring that G O D ſhould not have a 
People to bave ſerved bim, according to bis revealed Will, upon 
the Earth; and if be could have effected bis Deſiyn, they ſhould 
not have lived, who would not ſerve and worſhip bim, and bis 
Aol Gods: And for the better effettuating this his Deſign, be 


200k occaſion againſt them when they were weary, in coming | 


our of Egypt, Deut. 25. 17, 18. And the reaſon there 
annexed, is, That he feared not G O D. Now, becauſe I know 
Biſhops both will, 


| Oath of G 0 D upon them, to have by force of Arms, extir- 
pated perjured Prelates and Prelacy ; and in doing tbereof, 1 
bave defended one another with the ir Lives and Fortunes; the 


Covenants being engaged into, upon theſe Terms, Vit. After 


cations, Remonirations, Proteſtations, and all other 
lawful Means have been uſed ; ncw for that eſſeſt, as the laſt Re- 
anedy, we take up Arms; upon which Coudztions, the Nobility, 
and all the Repreſentatives of the Nation, according to tle 
National, and Solemn League and Covenant, gave to our King 


both tbe Sword and Scepter, and ſet the Crown upon bis Head; 


and be accordingly received them, according to theſe Sacred 


wſe and improve them for the 


and Over-throw of Prelates and Prelacy ; And now the want 
of what Authority do they mean or ſpeak of? Truly I know not, 
except it be the Authority of their Aggregaticn of new Gods, 
of whom they baue their Gain, Life and Standing, Vit 


bemoſh or Bacchus, which with drunken Moab, delighted = 


10 dwell within dark Cells. and Aſhteroth and Venus, whom 


they worſhip in the Female-kind, becauſe of their Adulteries | 


and Whoredoms; as alſo Milchom or Mokech, which A 


do ſay, That what they did againſt thiſe | 
of the Lord's People, whom they Murdered, they did by Law 
and Authority, but what I did, was contrary 10 both : Antw, | 
The King himſelf, and all the Eſtates of the Land, and every 
individual Perſon therein, both were, and are obliged, by the | 


| Oaths and Promiſes, and ſmore by the Ever-lzving GOD, 6 


aforeſaid; and eſpecially, in 
order 10 the performing of this Article, Viz. The Extirpation | 
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many peeviſh time · ſerving Profeſſors, wbo reſolve vhey ſhall never 
| providing that they may ſave them from Suſſering; 


(19) 


* | @ Thrannicel King, or @ Devil, if they will have it ſo; tn 


whoſe Arms ani Power they put their young Infams and 
Poſterity to be Burnt and Deſtroyed, according to his Luft ant 
Pleaſure, Amos 5. 26. Pialm 116. 37. and that Mamm m 
which they delight to worſhip daily, together with thei» oh 
Belties, whoſe glory is their ſhame ; who mind Earthly thing; ; 
whoſe End will be Deſtruct iou, except they repent, whici: the e 
is little probability of, Pſalm 3. 19. To which if we wi 
add their abominable Pride, and Blaſphemous Perjury, th: 
their Gods will be equal in number to the Whore their o- 
ther, whom they have their being, ſtrength and landing; 
and from the Devil their Father, who was a Deceiver, Lyar, 
Murderer from the beginning : And now ſeeing the Prelates 


2 whatſoever their Gods, Chemoth, Oc. giveth them 10 
poſſeſs 


then why ſhould not we poſſ-[s what the Lord our Ged 


giveib us to poſſes, viz. His eternal Truths ny to us, 


in his revealed Will, and keep and d: fend the ſame, from all In- 
novations, Corruptions and T; aditions of bis or our Adverſaries, 
defend our Lives, Laws and Liberti e out of the Hands of our 
Uſuyping Enemies, Jude 11. 24. for jure 1 am, that God once 
4100 the Prelates and Malignants of all theſe, and ſhou'd 
they again poſſeſs through our defect, God forbed. Put the like 


| of this work, our Murthering Prelates lite not; who plead like 


the Whore their Mother for paſſtue Obedience; and that all the 
Lords People, who may not comply with your Idolatries, ſhould 
lay down their Necks to their bloody Axes ; with whom too too 


many of our Hypocritical time ſerving and perfidicus Proj-ſſors 


do agree, who would rather abiſe with Ruben, amungd the 
Sheep-folds, than Feopard either life or fortune in the help of the 
Lord againſt the Mighty, but do not conſider the bitter Curſe 
pronounced by the Angel of the Lord againſt Meroz. ; to which 
le immediately fubjoins a Bleſſing upon J ael, the Wife of Hebar 
the Kenite: Others excuſe themſelves thus, vir, Vengeance i 
mine, and I will re- pay; but ſo the Throne and Judgment is the 


Lord's; and by this they would take away the Uſe and Office of 
Mag iſtracy, which erroneous Principle I deteſt; for G O D even 
in the working of Miracles, viz. in dividing the Red Sea, 


Exod. 14. 16. be commanded Moſes ts ftretch forth bis Rot; 
and Chrift, when be opened the blind Man's Eyes, maketh uſe 


of Clay and of Spittle ; tho indeed, I mean not of any who were 


willing to have belped, but wanted opportunity; yet there are 


ſuffer ſo long as tbey have either Soul or Conſcience to Mo 775 5 
enl fir 
will not do their Buſineſs, it ſeemeib (that before they ſuffer ) | 
they reſolde 10 ſell gut at 15 ground. Now, Sir, I bave _— 

2 riſe 


| (29) 
miſcinterprete i Seripture, nor miſ-apply d it, in regard of the 
Perſons bere hinted at, nor been wrong in the End, which ought 
20 be the Glory of GOD, and the good of his Church and People, 
Then I think that ſome Perſons might forbear to ſcourge me 
fore with their Tongues, while Iam not yet Condemned by 
common Enemy; and my bearing of ſome things, reported by 
ſome behind my Back, bath nn my writing to you at thy 
ti me. 0 Sir, be intreated to pray to the Lord in my behalf, 
that he would be pleaſed out of bis Mercy and Goodneſs, to ſave 
me from Sinning under Suffering, in this Hour and Power 
of Darkneſs; for my Soul s pre ſt in me, in the ſearch betwixt 
Sin ani Duty, viz. left I ſhould be too niggard and ſparing 
Life, when GOD calleth for it ; and upon tbe other Hand, le 
1 ſhould be too prodigal and laviſh of it, in not uſing all legal 
Defences in preſerving of it; aud many things of the like Na- 
ture. I am in a ſtrait, O Lord, undertake thou for me. Sir, 
I bope you will excuſe me, in ſertling you theſe indiſtindt and 
' irregular Lines, when you conſider my preſent condition. Sir, 
believe, I would many times, when I am before them, think a 
Scaffold a ſweet Retirement, leſt they ſhould cheat and deceive 
ane ; in making me, either io ſtain the declarative Glo 


GOD, my own Conſcience, or bis People and Intereſt, in 
wrong ing of them, either by opening of the Adverſaries Mouths 
_ againſt them, or in letting laoje their Hand upon them : Hence- 
forth let the Adverſary either [ay or do what they can, yet the 


Righteous will hold on their way, and he who hath clean 
Hands will be ſtronger and ſtronger, Fob 17. 9. But he that 
ſaith unto the Wicked, Thou art Righteous, him ſhall the 
People Curſe, Nations ſhall abhor him, Prov, 24. 24. Fare · 
well in the Lord. | TE 


P. S. It is acknowledged by all Rational Royaliſts, That 


it is Lawful for any private Perſon to kill an Uſurper, or 
Tyrant, ſine titulo; and to kill ſriſb Robbers and Tories, 
or the like; and to kill Boars, Wolves, and ſuch Devouring 
Beaſts ; becauſe the good of this Action doth not redound 
to the Perſon himſelf only, but to the whole Common 
wealth; and the Perſon Acting incurs the Danger himſelt 
alone, The Second Part of The Cloud of Witneſſes, P. 60. 
Mr. Knox, has theſe expreſs Words, For GOD, ſaith he, 


bad not only given me Knowledge and a Tongue, to make 
. known the impiety of the Idol, but had givin me Credit with 


many, who would have put in Execution 60 D's Judgments, 
if I would only bave conſented thereto. But ſo careful was 1 
of common Tranquility, and fo loth was I to offend ſome 
that in ſecret Conterence with Zealous Men, I Traveltd 

Falte: 
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; was an Achax in the Camp; and, alas, there are ma 
Acbans in the Camp of our [ſrael, which cauſe the Lord's 


( 21) 

rather to ſlacken that Fervency, GOD had kindled in 
them, than to animate or ene e them, to put their Hands 
to the Lord's Work; wherein I acknowledge my ſelf to 
have done moſt wickedly ; and from the bottom of my Heart 
Ido ask my GOD pardon, that I did not what in me lay, 
to have ſuppreſt that Idol in the Beginning. But, O! How 
far are the Men in our Time from ſuch Convictions, whoſe 
Work it is to put out any Spark of Life or Zeal, which 
appeareth in any Perſon, againit Idolatry, and Idol of our 
times. Now let Men, whether Foes or Friends, Carp or 
Quarrel never ſo much, yet the Purpoſe and Determination 

oft GOD will not be diſappointed, in living Witneſſes 
arain{t this miſ-believing Generation, iz. That he is both 
All- powerful and Willing to Deliver one or more of his 
People truſting in Him: Yea, and that there is no reſtraint 


unto the Lord, 10 ſave by many or by fem, 1 Sam. 14. 6. If 
any be Obedient to the Voice of his Commandments, altho” 


Succe(s doth not always follow there:1pon, more than it did 
to Iſrael, Joſh. 7. 12. againſt the City of Ai, becauſe there 


People to fall Daily before their Enemies; and which makes 
all their Endeavours unſucceſsful : I mean, the hidden time- 
ferving Hypocrites and Mumurers, who have preferred 
their Backs and Bellies to the Intereſt of G O D, and their 
Hearts till deſirous to return to Et. I ſay, until ſuch 


Rebels be Purged, and Dye, we can have little expectation 
to Proſper in any Enterprize or Undertaking ; tor they have 
| both Betray'd and Miſ-believed GOD, notwithſtanding of all 


his Miracles which he did of Old, and which he has done 
in our Days, for his People, and before their Eyes; yet 
they are ſo tar gone back in a Courſe of Apoſtacy and Com- 
pliance with the Canaanites of our Times, and are become 


ſo brutiſhly Ignorant of the expreſs Law of GO D, and are 


ſuch Enemies thereto, that they do rather concur with the 


aid Canaanites, Judg, 6. 25. to have Gideon put to Death 


tor performing his Duty, conform to the. expreſs Com- 


mand of GOD, than either to Study thereof themſelves, 
or give Obedience thereto, But if it be Objected, that. 


Gideon had an expreſs Command from GO D, tor throwing 


doyn of Baal's Altar, and for cutting down of the Grove, 


and deſtroying of the Midianites. Anſwer, Indeed he had 
an expreſs Cummand of G O D for his Encouragement ; 
but he had no new Command from GOD, ſave that which, 


was expreſly enjoined upon all the Jraelites; by virtue of 
which, every one was obliged to have done what he did, 


with- 
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without any ſuch Meſſage from G O D, Deut. 7. 2, 3, Is, 


and who are readier with Juda (betore they incur danger 
or loſs) to ſend three thouſand Men to bring Sampſon bound 
to the Pbiliſtines, than to have ſent him ten ot his Aſſiſtance 
2 the common Enemy; concerning the Truth of 


ich, we have gotten many ſad Experiments. But how- 


ever, I hope, that what hath been ſaid, ſhall occaſion a 
further Cognition of, and a more ſerious Search into theſe 


fore-mentioned Truths, than hath been for a long Time | 


y-palt. 
That, albeit I have ſingly Declared my on Motives and 
| Reaſons for that Attempt and Shooting; wherein I then 


had, and now have Peace, and Hope to tind Acceptance of | 
GOD, according to the Multitude of his Mercies, to ſuch | 


as Seek and Fear him in Sincerity: Yet, I will not take on 


me Abſolutely, and in every Reſpect, to Jultife or Aſſert, 


That it is my own deliberate and fixed Principle; let be 


that it is juſthed by, and is the Principle of the N. 


conforming Presbyterian Party of the Church of Stand; of 
which I have the Honour and Happineſs to be one, the 


unworthieſt of many: Nay, it I ſhould ſay fo of them, I | 


would be found a Lyar againſt the Truth; for I adventur'd 
on it upon my own pure and proper Motion, without the 


Inſtigation of any, yea, without the Privacy of that Party; | 


whom therefore I earneſtly de ire, that none may 
with; and if any ſhall, I do with the greateſt Confidence 


aver, That they deal with them moſt unjuſtly, I have, 1 
ſay again, in the Simplicity of my Heart, with Candour | 


and Ingenuity, becoming a Dying Man, and a Chriitian, 
believing that he muſt be made Manifolt before the Tribunal 
of Chriit, and there receive accordi 


Account of the Reaſons and Motives, pouſſing and pre 


me on to it, wherein I had quietneſs of Mind in the T ime, 


and have ſtill to this preſent hour; hoping, that as he is 


Sovereign Lord over all Creatures, and may uſe any of | 
them as Inſtruments to whatſoever his Pleaſure is; and that, | 


as I fay, I did take, and do ſtill look upon the Motion 35 
from himſelf; ſo he will accept of my Sincerity in it; and 
one Day, both bring forth his own and my Ri 
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His SyxzECH at the Place of Execution. 


© ' Suppoſe, ſome will be deſirous to krow what hath 
9 I brought me to this Place of Suffering; to which I have 


| © no other Anſwer than that which El:jab gave, when 
| © threatned with Death by Jezabel, 1 King 19. 14. I have 


been very jealous for the Lord God ot Hoſts, becauſe 
© the Children of Jjrael have forſaken thy Covenant, 
© thrown down thine Altars and true Worſhip, and ſlain his 


| © Prophets and Miniſters : And they ſeek my Lite to take 
lit awa | 


c With all my Heart and Soul, I own and adhere to the 
Work of Reformation, as it was begun and carried on in 


s this Kingdom, according to the Word of GOD, and the 


© National Covenant, and the Solemn League and Covenant 


| © as it was ſettled amongſt us in Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſci- 

© pline and Government, by general Aſſemblies, Synods, 
K YE 2 

Presbyteries, Kirk- Seſſions, and the Peoples juſt Power 


© to chooſe and call their own iawful Paſtors; and I do de- 


_ © Clare, that I judge Patronage to be a Popith Right, and an 
_ © Ulurpation in the Houle of 03 O D. 


I do believe and am perſwaded, that Magiſtracy is an 


 *Ordinance appointed of GO D, as well under the New 


©Teſtament as it was under the Old; and that whoſoeyer 


reſiſteth the Lawful Magiſtrate in the exerciſe ot his Lawful 
| © Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance and Appointment ot 


G0, Rom. 13.3. For be is God's Miniſter to you for thy good, 
Land in doing good thou needs not be afraid of him, 1 Pet. 
© 2. 12. We muſt obey the lawful Magiſtrate for Conſcience 
fake, Deut. 17. 15, 16, 17. The lawful Magiſtrate muſt 


| © be a Man qualified according to GO D's Appointment, 
| © and not according to the Peoples Luſt and Pleaſure, leſt in 


the End he ſhould prove to them a Prince of Sodom, and a 
© Governour of Gomorrah, whom GOD in his Righteouſneis 
© ſhould Appoint for their Judgment, and Eſtabliſh for their 
Correction: He muſt be one of thy Brethren, and not 
© the Face of a Stranger; he muſt not make himſelf ſtrong 


| © by Multiplying of Horſes, to the End he may compel the 


| © Lord's Feople ta Rebel againſt the Lord's expreſs Com- 
© mand; nor Feroboam-like, compel the People to any courſe 
© of Apo'iacy 3 he muit not multiply Wives to himſelf, and 
© much leis Whores, nor Marry an Idolatrous Wife like 
| © Fexabel, 1 Kings 15. 31, Nor be Covetcus in Multiplying 
| | — t 
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© to himſelf Silver or Gold; he muſt be a diligent Student 


© of the Law of the Lord all the Days of his Lite, that he 
turn neither to the Right Hand, nor ta the Left Hand 
© therefrom, but muſt judge the People accordingly ; other- 
© wile neither he nor his Children can expect to prolong 
their Days, 2 Sam. 23. 3. He muit not be 2 Son of Belial 
© without or above Order and Law, whom a Man cannot 
© toach except he be fenced with Iron, for ſuch ſhall all be 
preſt away; for (ſaith David) be that ruleth over Men 
© muſt be juſt, ruling in the fear of the Lord, &c. But if a 
© Man ſimulating himſelf to be thus qualiſed, and thereafter, 
c when he had ſtrengthned himſelf upon the Throne, ſhall 
© abjure and ſacrifice his Oath and Covenant, both to GOD 
and his Subjects, and ſhall tranſgreis the Law and Com- 
© mandment of the Lord, who hath given the Magiſtrate 
4 only one accumulative Power, to promove, protect and 
defend GOD's Laws, Truth and People, from being cot - 
© rupted, violated or any ways damnihed ; and for that 
End he hath received both his Place and his Power from 
+ GOD and Men, for he hath not received of the Lord an 
Z obſtructive, deftrutive or privative Power; tor (as has 
been ſaid) the People can give no Right nor Power th 
any Man, but what is according to GOD's Appointment, 


< Jeif they thould incur the ſad Challenge fram GOD, H 
8. 4. They have ſet up Kings, but not by me; they hav 
© made Princes, but I knew it not. For in Chap. 10. v. 3. ue! 


there is brought in confeſſing their fault, and they deny d 
they had a King, becauſe he was not ſuch as G O D had 


« Appointed, and ſaid, What thould a King do to them? | 
4 Sung * partly by Force, and partly by Fraud, | 


 ©-x'thdrawn them from the Fear and Obedience which 
they ought to GO D, und to his Law; and had jeduced 
© and compell'd them to Idolatry, and worſhipping of falſe 


£ Gods: And if the Magittrate being in Power, ſhall over- | 


turn the Covenant - work of GOD, his Truth and Inter- 


c efts, the Fundamental and Municipal Laws of the Land; | 


© and moreover by a ſetled Parliament, according to his own 


© Mind, and for his own Uſe and Ends, they, as the Peoples | 


_ © Repreſentatives, do by Acts Reſeiſpry reicind all As of | 


s laudable lawful Parliaments, Committee of States or 


© Councils ; wherein were contained or comprehended ary 
© mutual Bond, Obligation, Covenant or Contract hetwixt | 


*the Prince or People, he having diveſted himſelf of ary 


© legal Right he could have or pretend over ſuch a People, | 
© and they being in Statu quo prius, and none having Right 


*ro Rule over them without their own Conſent it 
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« 2fore-ſaid 


ſhall then _ Ve and Invade 

©* his Peoples Lives, , Retigions L es and Laws, and 

make even imple ating of him, Crimes of Treafon, 
„ Nature; and he hy arnieg 


Emiſſaries, and 


by his Arbitrary Power, carried on by 
the Sword in their Hands, compel the Lord's People to 


© relinquiſhand to forſake the true Religion and Worſhip 
£ of GOD, and make a ſurrender of both their 

* ſcience, Lives, Laws, Liberties, and imbrace 2 
.— "and Will-worſhip, and en to Serve ond Wor- 
falſe and idol Gods at his For thus all that 


280 and near to a People being in the extremity df 


* hazard ; now it neceffarily follow'd to be the Duty of uch 
or any 


* part of them, to take up Arms in Defence 
© of their Lives, Laws, Religion and Libertics, = 
t © their Poſterity, and wen frm oe i: tack an 
0 „ lerable een and as be accoun 
© guilty of bringing G O D's ——  —— 
© Jer. 22. 2, 3. r rhe ment of air Je 0 King of Judah, 
Kc. Thou and thy Seryants, and the People that enter in by 


 ©rheſe Gates, execute Jud poet. age; s, and deliver 
| ee 18 7. 2. Bur 
the — 7 the Lang 


—— Fople remiah, until — the Lord 
| ow, had it not been the 1 
3 — y, to have Executed Jud and Righteouſneſs, 0) 
| © to have deliver'd the Op ont of the Hands of the 
| © Oppreſſor; Zedekiab and his Servants (which I think was 
| © meaned by the Nobihty and Princes) proving deficient, i in 
zerder to the performing of their — tot 
© Joweth to be the Peoples Duty; for if it had not 
© Duty, it bad not been their Sin to Bann it; but 
pere we ſee it is as well charged home to be the Peo tes 
n, as to be the Sin of the King, or the Sin of his 
, ſay fone, Who ſhall be Judge is ſuch Caſes? Towbich 
71 Auſwer, That the Law of G0 is the only Supreme 
udge in all ſuch Caſts; Nan e 
or Monarhs ETeth out i in War, nei 


df them being to any ath e. But Sg Pro- 
phane and Bruciſhh 1 dee g ſaith, That this 
| ig or Hufly, take upon them to 
„determine what the Law of GOD faith in ſuch Caſes: I 
© Anfwer, neither this nor that ignorant Fellow or 1 7 
| © nor yer this or that ignorant, prophane, wicked or 
© fidious Prince or Princeſs, is 12 to be Judge, 
| * 11. For K which I co mmaud he hs 
25 
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it is not hidden thee, neither us 27 verſe 1zZ. 
* 12 not in Heaven, om tbou ſhould8 ſay, I bs fa 


2 10 Heaven and bring it to us, that we may 


it, &c. neither is it beyond the Sea, &c. hs — — 10 = 


© near unto thee, in thy Mouth and in thy Heart that thou may f 
© 46it: And in this Caſe I do appeal to any Man of a ſober 
© Wit and Judgment, ſeeing the Secrets of the Lord are with 
© them that fear bim, Pſalm 25. 14. And ſecing evil Men ww 
© derfiend not Fudgment, but N= ſeek the Lord underſtand 
© all things, Prov. 28. 2 af why rv know not bow 10 do Rigby, 

© who — Robbery ir Palaces, Amos 3. 10. ho is 
| © molt capa ie to judge, what the Law of OD deter- 


c mineth i in all ſuch matters. Artaxerxes, a reat Monarch, 
c 29 That 0 


Heaven, that it 
God o 7 ; for 


© ſpoken of, skrew. up thoſe who are thine them to ſo 
6A "Prndcks, and ” imitated and Arbitrary. Power, 
c above what either the Law of GOD, or the Law of 


© ture will admit of, for this End. and Purpol t 
1 — ory ith Works of theis own Baader Hh 
1 — 2 


© that be hey have. thus ſet up, od 46 whom 
* have made a Fx $5 of both Credit, .Conſcience. and 
common Honeſty, may return unto them a Power. aver 


© others who are. under, them, by putting BE ror in — 
< Hands of bloody Cut - throats; . are raiſed and kee 


© up for that effec, to keep and bring into an 3 | 


«£ Bondage, the Perſons, Lives, Law "Lit rties, yea even 
* the Seal and Conſciences of ts Lo r&'s People 3 the 
© which Power, I declare to be Diahulica 
« TP emous; and Pharoab-like to ſay. s the Lard that 
ſhould obey bim? Exod. 5.- 2. New ſeeing. both.. the 
+ Thee and the udgment i is the Lord's, then O 
925 bappy Magiltrate, who Ruleth. aud Soverneth hi 


r Subjects, keeping in a ſtreight Line. of Subordinatien to 


© Gi D's Law a Statutes, jor in ſo 
| c to him, what doſt thou ? Prov. And 
© People "thus Governed, Dent. 4. 8. Hind 


* there th great, that hath Statutes and Fudg ments ſo Rig 
© 25 all ths Law which: I ſet befo re $0 bx Bal 0 fl 
< Blaſphemous Perjuries and Wicke ** 5 of this Apolſtate 


© Generation, whom no Bands, Obligations nor Covenants 
©can bind, . theſe ſpoken in the 149 Pſal. 8. But ſhall 
3 and eſcape and be wes 8 

rr * 


9 


<< 


47 up 4g 


r is Commanded of the God | 
ſhould be 724 2 ently done, por the "for the Houſe, of 


the | 
bu Sons ? HS 2 — | 
© this.time oF the Sons of Beliak contrary: to what is here * 


Prophane and 


22 — YE. _Ww eaqESS, 


LISA en 


cr 
* 
4 
an 
p 
id 
us 
be | 
d | 
e 
* 
d 
s | 
„ 
2 
8 
ts 
1 


(27) 


* Fzek. 17. 15, 18. As if the Lord's Hand and Powe” 


| © could not reach them, to intii juſt and due Puniſhment 


*upon them which commit ſuch things. I do deteſt and 


_ © abhor that woful Indulgence and Incroachment, and Utur- 


© pation on the Crown and Prerogatives Royal of our Lord 


© Teſus Chriſt (at leaſt in the Givers thereof) howheit, I 


© have very much Love, Charity, and Aﬀe&ion to many 


© who have embraced the ſame : For I do really think, that 
| © they have been outwitted in that Matter, and have not 


©.wickedly departed from following the Lord; yet I hope 
© they ſhall get their Souls for a Prey in the Day of the Lord, 
© altho* they may ſufler loſs, in building fuch Hay and 


_ © Stubble upon the Rock Chriſt Jeſus, when that their Work 
hall be burnt up by the Fire gf his ſealuuſie. 


© I proteſt before GOD, Angels and Men, againſt all 


| ©,theſe Acts of Parliament or Council, which are againſt 
| © and derogative to the Work of GOD and Reformation, 


and carrying on of the ſame, according as we are ingaged 


| © and ſworn in theſe holy Bands of the National Covenant, 
Aland Solemn League and Covenant: I abhor the ſhedding 


© of the Blood of the Lord's People, for their adhering to 


| © the ſame, and the Peoples guarding ſuch in Priſon-houſes 
| © and at Scaffolds unto their Death; whom both by the 
| + Oath of GOD upon them, and by the Eminent and 
© Laudable Las of the Land, and by the Law of Nature, 


© they were obliged to have defended to the uttermoſt of 


© their Lives and Fortunes; it being moſt well known, 


© that ſuch as were put to Death, had committed no Crime, 
© but on the contrary had performed a Duty, which they 
were as much obliged to have periormed as theſe, it the 
© Guarders had been as faithtul go GOD and Man as the 
© Pannels were. 1 | 55 | 

5 Likewiſe I proteſt againſt their Baniſhment, Impriſor- 
t ment, or Finings or Confinements, and againſt all the 
* Hardſhips and Perplexities of whatſoever kind which they 
© have been put to, through the Iniquity of the Times ; ſo 
that we may juſtly with our Predecefiors ſay,” That our 
© Perſecutors have devqured us, and have cruſhe d us; have 
* emptied us, ſwallow'd us up like a Dragon, and haye filled 
© their Bellies with our Delicates, and have caſt us out, Fer, 
© 5, 34. For which Cauſe, GO D gave a Charge to pre- 
© pare Inſtruments. for the Over-throw and Deſtruction of 
* fuch Perſecutors, ver. 12. Becauſe it was the Vengeance 
* of the Lord and of his Temple; fo ſhall ow Remnant, 
© whooutlive theſe Perſecutors, fay, ver. 35. The Violence 
done to me and my Fleſh, 7 Babylon, and my 1 4 


Cd 


(28) 
© be upon the Inhabitants of Chaldea ; let Wrath from the 
Lord purſue them, for their Blood and Violence in their 
< Perſons and Eſtates, and their Strength wherein they 
© confide, and in their Friends and Favorites; who have 
_ © conſulted and contrived within their wicked Courſes, I 
© hope the time is drawing Nigh, and that the Joints of 
their Loinsis looſing, their Knzes are beginning to ſmite 
© one againſt another, Dan. 5. 6. and the Hand-writing 


© begins to be pourtrayed upon the Wall, becauſe they have 


© not conſider d what GO D did to their Predeceſſors, for 


$s their Idolatrous Pride and Wickedneſs; altho' they knew 
© it, yet they are become more infolent in Idolatry and 
againſt G O D, than ever their 
to be, in medling with the Veſſeh 
© and Materials of GOD's Houſe, and with the Crown and 


* Wickedneſs, and daring 
© Forefathzrs 


© Kingly Offce of Chriſt Jeſus ; and have appropiate them 
_ © to their own Idolatrons and Uſes, ver. 21, 22. There- 
© fore, when the forbiſh'd Sword of the Lord's Indignation 
© and Juſtice breaketh forth to deyour, which it may do 
© before the dark Night of theſe dreadſul Diſpenſations 
over; then ſhall the time-ſerving Hypocrites of this 
© neration begin to their untimely Prayers, vig. Hills and 


« Mountains fall upon them, to hide them from the Face of | 
© the Righteous Judge; For who may abide the Day of his 


* coming, for Executing of Vengeance on his Adverſaries? 
In that Day the Man thall be — who keepeth back his 
+ Sword from Blood, and who doth the Work of the Lord 
* deceitfully, Jer. 48. 10. Yea, happy ſhall he be, that taketh 
© this curſed Malignant, and Prelatical Brood, and daſheth 
© them againſt the Stones; yea, happy ſhall he be, that reward- 
© eth them as they have — 


© Having thus deliver'd my ſelf in the Points that I have 
— I only add to what I have ſaid, That I do 
© only own theſe things as my own Ju in theſe 

© and important Matters; not willing that any thing wherein 
| © others may diſſer from me, ſhould be looked upon as the 


< Principles and Perſwaſion of that Party wheretol adhere ; 
© And I obteſt, that no Man be fo Diabolick and Prophane, 


© as to Charge this upon any of my Perſwaſion, it being but 
nr I hope GOD hath apy 
And whom GO D Juſtiketh, who dare C n? 
© Now, if the Lord, in his Wiſe and Over-ruling Provi- 

© dence, bring me to the End of my Pilgrimage, and wy 
888 Lang 
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F . . 
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us, Pſalm 137. For this 
© honour have all his Saints, the high Praiſes ot GOD in 
© ther Mouth, and a two Edged Sword in their Hand, to 
© execute Vengeance upon the Heathen, Pſalm 149. 


ö 


(29) 
_ © long looked for and defir'd Happineſs; let him take his 
© own way and time in bringing me to it: And in the mean 
| # while, O my Soul, ſing thou this Song, Spring up, O Well 
© of this Happineſs and Salvation, of all this Eternal Hope 
| © and Conſolation; and whilſt thou art burthened with this 
Clog of a Clay Tabernacle, Dig thou Deep in it by Faith, 


— 
* 


«© Patience, Hope and Charity, and withal the Inſtruments 

| © which G OD hath given thee; Dig in it both by Pre- 

I ©cepts and Promiſes; Dig carefully, and Dig conti k 
c ay and till thou come to the Source and Head 

Fountain himſelf, from whence the Waters of flow 

forth; Dig until thou come to the Aſſembly Firſt 


I © Born, when this is molt ſuitably ſung to the 
| © and Glory of the rich Mercy and free Grace of this 
© tain of Life: O my Soul, follow (in all this 

| © the Direction of the Law-giver 
| * inall thy taking of Pains. © Une Jn 
| | © of [ſrael, who were admitted to the Sight and 
eto the Pains and to the Profit, which none of 
| | ©Mulritude of Murmurers were admitted to becauſe of thei 
I *unbelief, Numb. 21. 17. And O, Fatherof Mercy, 
il am toffed upon the turbulent Seas of manifold 


1 


% 


; 


f 


IT; 


+ 
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; 
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* on ue Ge Rn may be with me, and that thy 
) | ©Everlaſting Arms may be underneath me to ſupport 
E  *forſure I am, Moſes thy Servant had good reaſon to be 
, 

| 

: 

| 


4 


+ 


in this Suit, Exod. 32. 2. with 14 
n 1 ver. Chap. 34. 9. Seeing no leſs could furniſh him 
with freſh ies in the he was about. O let thy 
| © Preſence be with me, and then my Soul ſhall dig and 
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A Sin, even when they ſeem to be Deſtructive, Eſa. 25.9. 
Edſpeclally, when thou intends them not for Deſtructi 

© but for Tryal, Deut. 8. 2, 16. and tor further Humiliatonz 
< tor thou, O Lord, haſt led me for many Years through a 
harten and wearitom Wilderneſs, to the End that thou 
g mayſt work thy work of Mortikcation in me; altho', if it 
©. had ſeemed good unto thee, thou couldſt have brought | 
£ me into the Land of Promiſe and Reſt a nearer way, Exod | « 
<.13. 17. For thou by Hardſhips, many a time hides Pride 
: from Men, and faleſt up their Inſtruipn, that thou may't | + 
CO Bi aa ia, bod Ms im 6 1 | 
5 the Light, Job- 33. 17. And alt t d, | 
„ — ſend me the back Tra& and Tenor of my Lite, ts | «. 
eck my Souls Comforts and Incouragements from thence; | '« 
yet L have no Cauſe to complain of hard dealing from thy | ,« 
£ Hand, ſeeing it is thy ordinary way with ſome of thy | © 
People, Pſal. 42. 6, 0 GOD, my Saul is caſt down | ; 
< within me, therefore will I remember thee from the Land | « 
© of Jordan and from the Hill Hermon, &c. Yea, the lat | « 


<-time he brought me to the Banqueting-houſe, and made | «c 


© Loye his Banner over me (amongſt the Cold High-lad | 
< Hills. beſde Kipper, November 1673.) he remembred his | 


© former Kindneſſes towards me; but withal he ſpoke it inn 
© nine Ear, That there was a tempe!'uvus Storm to meet na 
< in the Face, which I behooved to go thro'-with the ſtrength | c 


« ſeeing it is his ordinary way and method with thee, to 
s ſend a Shower and a Sunblink, and again a Sunhlink and 
Shower; therefore, keep thou ſilent ta & O D, and mur - 
mur not, fret not, be not diſquieted, be ſtill, and be con- 


< tent, ſeeing all my Perſecutors can do, either by Fraud or | 4 
Force, can neither alter the Nature or Kind of my Suffer: | <'x 
< ings, or add ſo much as a Degree thereto, neither lengthen | « 


c out the time of them for a Moment, Matth. 10. 2 


© 12. 41. All Pharaoh's Power could not keep Jſrgel one | . a 
« Night longer in gypt; therefore it is my Duty to ſludy | 


< with Paul, Phil. 4. 11, 12. Whatſoever ſtate I am in, 
there with to H content; and ſay, Shoud the Earth be forſaken, 
< and the Rock be removed out of its Place far me? Job 18. 4. 
« Should GO D alter the courſe of his Providence for me, 
< in which there is ſuch an Efficacy as to carry all things to 


< the proper and appointed End: What an irreliſtablePower? | ;, 


« And that I may be found in him, Nat as having my om¹ 
© Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, but that which is through | 
< the Faith of Chriſt, the Righteouſneſs which is of Gad hy Faith, 
* Phil. 3. 9, 10. and to reßgn up unto GOD my ho 
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4 thou, 0: Lend ait #0vabborred n 
| © when / wax Add, neither haſt chow | 


thou me at length to a happy Azrivahwathi 


as Job ſarth ; Chg 16508 17.7 
„Lord, bad delives'd: me 0 «Tha 


4 info | 
F- Lord. didſt not condemn ; and if it . 
[1 . But canſt bring up my Lite from the. 


© Good, Liberty and Safety Church. 


| ©and that Shame and Darkneis ſhall. cover all who. 1 


— 


the Lord's, that thro' his Mercy and Grace, I may attain 


| © Shield of my 


(C3r) 
and Aﬀections, to be diſpoſed as he pleaſeth, and to ſay 


* with Fear, Humility and Reverence, 0 Father, nov ny 
© but thine be done; and whether: L live or dye, I may 


© to bis Approbation, vi. Well done, good and 7 ww ng ＋ 


-< who hath hitherto — his Angel and ſhut * 
<chur they 3 Dan: 6. 22. And bach {tw 


e killed both 4 
© own Prophets, and have Perſecuted 5 


ere 25 
© Now, 0 Lord Cod, bon baſt made the Baue aud 2 
thy great Power and ſtretched ous, Anm, JS 8 


the New Jer ſalem, Where no ſunclean fins camf mne 


chat m y Praiſe; may, "eh of Thee in thergreat Congregation. 


* And Altho' 


into-the-Hayds of the 2 7 — 
— Lord fayoureſt me, be e 2 — 
* Troumph over me: When i CN 

a they 
* Jonah 2. C. And ſgeing I have not. n 


© after mine own things, but thy ; Hoppnr ad. 


© will not leave me in their Hands, Pfal. 


*altho' I may be now —_— 


*length L hope, thou, Lord, wilt make DIET | 
„the Morning, and my Righteouſnely as 


„ 


verſaries to my Righteous Cauſe; for thou 
Rei and the Sword of my 2— 4 21 
* wy Enzags hall be fond lde, Amen, y ea — 2 
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Holgtry, High Treat to 


Jews, whom he ſet up as a 
and ſecured them by thoſe great d 


10 


Dau. 


rel 
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Deſign he are as well a GOD | 


* 
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_ to Indo&rinate AGrebel in this Myſtery 
de did not, yet both he and the Author of — — 3 
invent theſe Doctrines Fithout OY Jeſuits, ſecing it 
s the cabola of theit own Sea. | 


(33) 
Dems which was the Catholizk Religion of the 


ba. the .of all till the 
r 


to which dantnable, 


SEXES 


alfo have: boaſted, to the Comfort of his ting 
that he had written as true a Papiſtical Pamphlet, as 


ever was written in the Rowiſh Church. I think there is 


great Preſumption 20 Aﬀert, That 1 might ght help. 
Ini 


F ha For 


6 
For this way of Arguing, todo Miſchief from the dich, 
Law, was the Logick of moſt Primitive . 
which hath ever ſince cauſed ſo much Ruin and Blood. 


„Fer inthe Convention at Edinburgh Ne 1560; W 
Ratifcation of a new Form of harch-Policy, it was | 


EnaQed, That all Monuments and Places of Idolatry, by 
name, Chapels, Cathedral-Churches and Colleges, ſhould be 
ſuppreß d; whereupon through the Inſtigation of John Luer 
enſued (faith my à Author) a pitiful Vaſtation of Churehes, 


d Church Buildings; ſo that the Libraries nor Church. | 
Ragilers, nor Sepulctves'of the Dead were frar'd.. Abb 


Places, where Idols had been Worſhip'd,” ought by the Law 
of GOD to be deſtroy'd; and that the fparing of them 
was the reſerving of things Execrable z as it, (he ſubjoy! 
the Commandment given to Iſrael for Deſtroying the Places 
where the Canaanites did 8 falſe Gods, had 
been a Warrant for them to do the fame. I confeſs, the 
b Council of ( e, in the time of ws, Decreed, 
That the Emperors be Petition'd toraze the Templa, 
and deſtroy the Reliques of Heathen Idols; but it was de- 
cauſe in Maritime, and other Places of Africt, Idolatry 
was yet profeſſed in them; and not from any Senſe of Duty 
incumbent upon them from the Moſaic Law. For that, as 
well as the Latin and Greek Churches, had converted the 
| Temples of Idols into the Churches of Chriſt ; but as:for 
the rary, uſeleſs Company of them, which m-. 
main'd as Snares, and Monuments of the Dominion which 
the Devil had had in the World, they thought it both for 


' the Honour and Intereſt of Chriſtianity, that they ſhould | 


— away. IS 1 May 1 
In the following Year, 1561 Queen N d 
agreed with the Council, That the ſhould have her own Ser- 
vice in her own Chapel, yet the next Day, when the 


Tapers were carried through the Court, a of Mr. 
Mitcher's Principles fell upon him that bore them, and broke | 


them all in Pieces; and had not the Tumult been timely 
ſuppreſs d by ſome moderate Spirits, abominable Barbarzties 
ad enſued : For ſome maintain d, That if Right were 
done, her Majeſty's Prieſts ſhould have been ſlain, according 
to GOD's Law againſt Idolaters. It would be endleß to 


1 
_ 


a Spotſw. &c. in Anno 1560, L. 3. b Can, 62. c Sporſws 
Oc. L. 4. Anno 1561. 


trace 


| ſome ill-adviſed Preachers ( ſaith he) did Animate the 
People in their Barbarous proc ings, crying out, That 
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| m 1n arliament Sermans, 
—— of 9 late Times. How 


| their Zeal, and ranſack the 
e eee 
Gideon, Samfon : — — —— the W 


| Name of the. L rf of Hoſts. Did not that Darli 
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unhappy Days ; you 


dyterian | wekers comment the Houſe of Commans fr 
1 for les 


and — — er ſvade the gi 
Fought the 


How often did 


ot the late Long Parliament in England, as Gregory the 1 


Complimented the laſt King of Bange, when he raiſed an 
Amy for the Extirpation of the Proteſtants, in the glorious 


wo the 
made” 
London, to the, Citizens, (to rer, 


ly. towards the bringing in 
EN 15 


a 2 wo Cd y Speech which 


Alarm h the” Sd 'T a ha that the i 
wit yer Trumpets; t Pri 
ſhould make a Speech to encourage the People going out tq 
Jace, to Fight jor the Lord of Hoſts. So that Naphebali, 
Nebuſhtan, and Mitchel s Papers, are but the laſt Improve- 
ment of the Presby terian Logick and Zeal ; which makes 
our Conyenticle-Preachers ride about with Guards, like 
Gar Princes, and their Followers, more like Soldiers than 
pn, come * by Thouſands into the Field. - 
They are now arriv'd — the higheſt Pitch of Enthubaſm 
: and are as ready upon all Occalions, to do as 
much piritual — of Chriſt, which they think 
—— with che Mitre; as the Men of the Fifth Monarchy 
are ready to do for the Temporal Kingdem of 
32 So that if 6801 in his good Providence had nut ſent 
che: Duke of Lauderdale among us, to prevent the Storm 
chat was 2 to ariſe; in all human Probability, this King- 
dom had beamznvolr d in ſuch a violent Rebelliqn, as could 
not have been quid without extripſecal Force, His Grace 
any proſpeft of | 'r2uble 3 "and the i ine 
bility and Sengry, that thrung'd to 
meet him ſevegal curney on Engliſh g pron, were 
£29ugh to make him that all wauld de quiet 
unn W ang us, when he 
'Bg. vn 


a * 
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was farpriz'd with abe News of 

See cus d by . ge pn the hs 

L to be en urderiand what Wind blew hp thy 
ſeeret rec Blake} and how thpſe-evil — 2 
to be put jnto Ferment&jd#, Imst lead you back $6 

ear 1674, when fone, S Diſconterts Hr exc ed 

25 201 6 under the o e ee e ' 

oft render 


er e ue 2 ; Sk S Ends, for whit, 


Sno Duke 2 — 
Commiſſioner 3 and there was s they Hl Grievance, mg 


_ which he yen — 
| hos part he was not willing to T 
Anil if it ö really ſuch, 15" have it 


— an orderly, fs fair, and ir, and tegpl Ie 
the Hoop.” Nur 
See hab, == (which 


> 


1 was 
rs his Royal Nek fock den gez | 


Diſcontents. end e fan e tc 
take the S in Fr and Tru 6 
— — nr pm e the 
and encou to People 

to the King, a the Ch Ae if theſe tel 
Attempts and diforderly Practices . bica mel 
quel d by his Grace's Care and Conduct, it is eaſie to Div 
r our Peace and Government | 
Whether or Fonaticky were then under-hand encoorag 
to commit theſe Inſolenties by de ing Male content 
Time, . may 5 but it is be 
all Peradventure, chat ſcandalous and unſeaſonable Divi ho 
caus d by nothin bing but Envy and Diſconteng,did then \ rin 
and Embolden t IRS emer bgmmey® 


' this, and by Conſequence the Kin 
have now conjured up the Phong 
in more infolent Irregulari 


Bur ke the Cauſe be*whar iW Wil the Conventicles were 
3 as they now TY 


ME 


the Removal; ror 1976 1 


— N 


Aer armer ener ww. 2; OM? 


4 *© 


op | 


the Sacxa- 
where 
ng, a 4 an 


y had pe ot ſuborn'd to can- 
the great Sin of joining-in Worſhip with our Church, 


| They admitted Ruling Elders in ſeveral Precincts, and with 


incom- 


38 
Incomparrble Impudence proceeded to Inſtitute and Indua 
Preachers of their Tribe, both ĩnto vacant and full Chun? 
according to Mr. Mitchel's Judgment ; who aflerts in his 
Apology 


- 
, 


lined 

he cid ihe Mins or. f 
Out-rages fo frighted the Orthodox-Clergy, that misty 
 Miniſtersforſook their Charges; and ſome of our Biſhops, 
who liv d in thoſe diſtracted were forced for their 
Security to repair to this Town. Thus all 1 ſeenr'd t 
nor been 


run into Confuſion; and if excellent Methods 


uſed to prevent the Sequel of ſuch dangergus Beginning, | 
into a { | 


the Faction by this Time had 


and diſputed the Cauſe with an Army in the Field. © 


The firſt Thing the Privy Council did, was to iſſue out | 
Proclamations for the Execution of the Laws againſt theſe | 


Conventicles, and to uſe all Means poſſible jor ſeizing the 


Perfons of Welſh and Arnott, and other ſeditious Preachers: | 


But the former were render'd ineſſectual, the Heritable 


Sheriff and Bayliffs, and other Officers of the ſeditious' | 


Diſtricts refufing to Act; and the latter could not be brought 
to Effet, becauſe the Preachers are always fo ftrc 


ſuch ſuperſtitious Adorers of their holy Perſons, as node of 
the propoſed Rewards can tempt to Betray. Diſorders thus 
continuing, the Council acquainted His Majeſty with the 
Dangerachey Thread 3 and humbly moy'd him to ſend 
Fran 


„ That a conſiderable Number of his ki 
roops ſhould march to the Maritime Borders next ad} 


to Galloway, and the Weſtern Shires, to be ready for Tranf ! 


portation if Occaſion requir'd. His Majeſty, who was long 
lince acquainted with the Spirit and — es of our Rem 
ftrator-Presbyterians, in Compliance with the wholeſome Ad- 
vice of his Privy Council, immediately order'd, vows 


rded in Publick ; and in Private, ſhelter themſelves with | 
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| of Grandrd, our Country-man, to 

ritime Borders, and to March at om 
Privy Council here. This particular Care of his Majeſty, 

| and the Approach of the Forces, did yery much ſurprize the 


contents, that the Duke had no Intereſt at Court, nor was 


Means would de; and thereupon 


to know if my would undertake by their owu Power to 
Reduce theſe Diſt 


| molt diſaſſected Places, there are no Conventicles where 
| the Heritors and Superjors uſ their private Authority to 
| keep the People conſtant to the Church. All the 


this Kingdom than Mutray; 8 Authority 
ery 
Earl of Marray it is kept in as perfe& Order a 


— — 


well-appointed Party, of about 3000 Horſe and Foot, ſhould 
be — the Conduat of the Loyal and Valiant Viſcount 


ru ne Þ a» 
Cond 6; 


Fanatical Party, who were made- to belieye by the Male- 


capable to procure any extrinſical Aſſiſtance, although they 
would Retel. . The Ii Forces being Arriv'd 4 the 
Coaſts, the Council were reſolv d to tr) what fair and gentle 
Heritors (whom you call Landlords) of Aire and Renfrew, 


orders, having the 


ing's Authority, for 
that Effet. The, Heritors met in ar! Nn 


Heri N Afembly; 
_ after two Days Conſultation, return'd Anſwer by . 


Pact, 
Noble Lords, whom the Council had {ent to attend them, «. 
That they could not undertake by their own Power to * k. 
the Country free from Conventicles, or any Diſorders that 
might enſue thereupon. _ er, x _—— 
You muft know that our Landlords have far'more Autho- 
rity over their Tenants, than yours; inſomuch, that ip the 


orld 


here knows, that there is not a more Fanatical Shire in 


and Intereſt of that moſt Loyal and ing Perſon the 

is = Obedience, 
as if there were no Conventicles in the World. 3 
for the aforeſaĩd Shires, the Countil expected no ſuch 


Anſwer from them, becauſe they of all others have 1 


| moſt Indulgence, as having Non-conforming Miniſters 


legally ſetled in very many Churches among them; which 


one would think, if that Party had any Reaſon, Modeſty 


or Conſcience, might have kept them from troubling, the 
publick Peace. Therefore the Council having receiv'd fuch 
an unreaſonable Anſwer frum the Heritors of theſt more 


indulged Shires, concluded what Returns they might/ex- 


from others; and therefore began now to think it was 
igh timo to reduce them to their Buty by Force. Where- 
upon, knowing that the Body of this Kingdom was Loyal, 
they reſoly'd rather to reduce the Fanaticks by our own 
intrinſical Power, than to call in his Majeſties Iriſb Forces, 
anleſs there ſhould be abſolute Need. Wherefore, to the 


King's | 
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they added the Militie of the mg! | 
Ain, — admitted the Auxiliary Forces | 


that have Int 
Aer es raiſe out 


ſt and Apthority 


ſpecial Aj 
into 
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their Vaſſals and | 
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The Form of this Bond, or Civil Anti- 
covenant, was drawn up by the Privy 
Council, and 1s as followeth : 


A. B. under ſubſcribing, do faithfully bind 
1 and oblige me, Tbat I, my Wife, Bairns, — — 
reſpe4:vely, ſhall be no ways preſent at any Conventicles, and 
diſorderly Meetings in time coming ; but ſhall live orderly in 
Obedience to the Law, under the Penalties contained in the 
As of Parliament made there anent. As alſo, I bind and 
oblige me, that my whole Tenants and Cotters reſpettivehy, their 
Wrues, Bairns and Servants ſhall likewiſe refrain, and abſtain 

the ſaid Conventicles, and other illegal Meetings not 


| Authorized by the Law, and that they ſhall izve orderly in obe- 


dience 10 the Law. And further, that I, nor they ſhall Rec 
ly or Commune with forfeited Perſons, y mona. 
mſters, or vagrant Preachers, but ſhall do our utmoſt endea- 
vou to apprebend their Perſons. And in caſe myſaid Tenams, 
Cotters, and their fore-ſazds ſhall Cuntravene; I ſhall Take or 
Apprebend any Perſon, or Perſons guilty thereof, and preſent 
them to the Fudge Ordinar, that they may be Fined or Impriſon'd 
therefore, as us provided in the AA of Parliament made there 
anent. Otherwiſe I ſhall remove them and their Families from 
my Ground. And if I ſhall fail herein, I ſhall be liable 10 


L. Penalties as the ſaid Delinquents have incurred by the 


Laws, conſenting 10 the Regiſtration bereof in the Books of 
bis Majeſty's Privy Council, or Books of any other Judges com- 
petent, that Letters and Executorials may be dire# bereupon 


This is the Tenorof the Bond; and leſt the Force thereof 
ſhould be eluded, the Privy Council have declar'd, That 


every Heritor, that ſhall receive into his Lands or Service, 


any Tenants or Servants of any other Heritor, without a 
Certificate from him, or the Miniſter of the Pariſh where 
they liv'd, that they liv'd orderly as to this Matter, ſhall 


' be ſubje& to ſuch Fines as the Privy Council ſhall think fit 
| toinfli&, to puniſh them for their Crime, and repair the 


Damage that ſhall accrue tv the Heritor or Maſter, whole 


| Tenantsor Servants they did receive. All the Lords of the 
Privy Council and the ſudges (whom we call the Senators 
| of the College of Juſtice) _—_= with the Advocates 


Writers, 


(42) 
Writers, and all others belonging to the Society of the 
Lawyers, have taken this Bond, as allo the Lords of the 
Exchequer and the Juſticiary Lords, which isa very pre- 
valent Example; and little doubt is made, but the Gene- 
rality of the Subjects of the Nation will chearfully Sign it, 
as being ſo beneficial to Authority, ard fo proper an Expedi- 
ent to recover the common People into their Wits. And it 
cannot poſſibly give the leaſt umbrage of Scruple to the 
Conſcience of the moſt weak and peeviſh Diſſenter; being 
nothing but a purely civil alternative Obligation, to do 
what the Law requires, or ſubmit to the Penalties therein 
contain d. Perhaps it may ſeem ſtrange in England, that 
a Landlord ſhould be Bound in this manner for his Tenants ; 
but there is nothing more reaſonable and cuſtomary here, 
becauſe our Heritors have ſuch a deſpotic Power over their 
Tenants, as you cannot well imagine, unleſs you had liv'd 
= | | 

And in caſe any Perſons ſhall finally refuſe to take this 
Bond (as ſome Fife and Veſtern Gentlemen have made 
difficulty at it) the Privy Council (according to the legal 
and uncontroverted Practice of that Board in all Ages) 
hath Ordain'd, that Letters ſhall be dire&ed to them, to 
charge them forthwith to give in Security to his Majeſty's 
Privy Council, that They, their Wives, Children, Tenants 
and ants, ſhall keep his Majeſty's Peace, and particularly 
that they ſhall not go to Conventicles, nor harbor Rebels 
nor intercommuned Perſons ; and that they ſhall keep the 
Perſons, Families, and Goods of their regular Miniſters 
| harmleſs, under the double of every Man's valued Yearly 
Rent, it he have any, or of ſuch Penalties as ſhall be thought 
Convenient by his Majeſty's Council or their Committee, 
if they have none; which if they ſhall refuſe to do within 
fix Days next after the Charge, they are to be declared his 
Majeſty's Rebels (as the manner is here) with Sound of an 
Hor | 


n. 5 
To conclude, the Committee is to proceed to the con- 
dign Cenſuring of ſuch, as ſhall appear upon Proof to have 
harboured Welſh or Arnot, or other intercommuned Perſons, 


and ſuch alſo as have Invited or Convocated the ſilly 


People unto the Field- Aſſemblies, under pretence of hear- 
ing Sermons, and ſuch as contributed by Money, Work, 
or Materials to build the new Samaritan-Synagogues ; two 


of which the Earl of Caſſels was commanded to Demolith in 


Carri&, as was his Duty to have done before, 
All this hath been done under the wiſe Condu of the 
Duke of Laaderdale, to whoſe x reſence among us, next 
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and ſeave him no more till I ſee him in his Grave. 


_ worthy to ſuffer for Chriſt. This is the Stile of his ſhoxt 
= and the frequent Viſits, Papers and Meſſages that 
le tee 
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| natical Party made à Sport of it; zud, as if the Ruin af the 
Church were to fol upon it, many fair Pretenders, that 
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under GOD, this poor Church and Religion are redeemable, 


that they have been preſerved from Confuſion and Blood. 


And I queſtion not, but his vigorous Endeavours to ſuppre ſs 
this Schiſm (the like whereof in all reſpe&s, was neyer yet 


heard of᷑ in any Age or Nation) have by this time, eſſectually 


| confuted all the lyipg Reports that were ſent into England 


by our Men of Schiſm and Faction, with a Deſign to render 
him od4ious in our Neighbour Countrey, and diſcredit his 
Adminiſtration here, 3 | oy 
But I beg Mr. MitchePs, and your Pardon, for leaving 
him ſo long. I could not forbear to interſert this Account 
of bis Weſtern Brethren, whoſe Conſeſſor he liv'd, and 
whaſe Martyr he dy'd. [I'll now return to viſit hi 


In the Interyab betwixt his Condemnation and | itiop,. 
he ſeldom {poke of his approaching Death, but as of a. Mar- 
tyrdom or Murther ; and glory d that he was accaunted- 


eiv'd from the Brotherhood, to Dye with Courage in 


| the Cauſe ; and to Seal the Truth, that is, the C,, 
| with' his Blood; together with the frequent Debauches 
Which he made with Ale, Wine and Brandy, contributed, 


ery much to heighten, his Obſtination, and make him in- 
1hible of his Crime. : 
Lou cannot Imagine, how much the Fanaticks of all Parts 


were concern'd about him. From the ay 8 Meſ- 


age was (ent. to the Archbiſhop, to aſſure his Grace, That 
if Mr. James Mitchel were bange another ſhould nat fail 
to Execute his Deſigu. His Majeſty's Advocate, who pur: 
{2d him, receiy'd a threatnjng anonymous Letter; and the 
common Talk of this Town was, That Mr. James Mitchel 


load ſhould de Reve gd upon the whole Order: And t 


T doubt not, bit if afl the Fathers of our. Church, and all 


de Clergy under them, bad but ons Neck, that thang 206 
xt Eaſt 360 Covengited Mites behind, that would lire 
r | = 


"Tn the Year 1668, when he made the Attempt, the F- 


of Compliance q Authority, had hitharta given gur 
abr Ve . was que to theis 


ops that par 
Charkaer bee now 6s ge them, and would {axe 
ive them that common Reipe&t which was due to other 
en. The like Charge was obſerv'd upon the late Inſo- 
leres of the I higs in th: m z the Reſpe & of our Bill 8 
5 2 an 


and Epiſcopal ( 2 ih dec d 
iſcopal Cl an viſibly to decay, and ſome 
that — 9.5 wo in a 0 — — to do the Faction a kindneſs, 


had the Confidence to ſay, That they knew no Reaſon there | 


was to 4 the Inclinations of the People, to ſupport about 
a dozen” Men. | 


And while this Martyr of Ini * in Goal, the 


Mauths of our Fanaticks were full ailing againſt the 
Biſhops ; and the Raſcality, who are often taught to ſpeak 
the ſence of greater Perſons, were hear'd to ſay, That it 


were better the Primate ſhould be Hang'd than he. In the | 
octave betwixt his Sentence and Execution, he receiv'd, as 
J was credibly inform'd, 400 Dollars in private Gifts, which | 

i by the Party for the particular Care that | 
who never fees tbe Righteous forſaken, | 


was 
GOD had of him, 
nor by Seed begging their Bread. 

The Day before his Execution, he ſent to the Provoſt, or 
Mayor of Edinburgh, to deſire a Stage larger than ordinary, 
becauſe he had a great number of Friends, that intended to 


appear at his Execution in Mourning ; but his Lordſhip was I 


more honeſt and prudent, than to grant the vain-glorious 


Villain his defire. When he was upon the Ladder, hecalled | . 
a Pſalm to be ſung. When the Pſalm was ended, he took | 


out of his Pſalm- 


two Copies of his intended 


them to elude the ſearch. After his Body was cut down, 
it was conveigh'd to Magdalen-Chapel ; from whence it was. 


carried to Burial in great Pomp, being attended with a | 
Yeaſt 40 Mourners, whereof the Juſtice General's Gentleman | + 
was one. Tis reported alſo, that the Hearſe-Cloth was f 


Velvet, but certain it is, it was more than ordinary braye. 

The Evening before his Execution, Information was 
brought to the Provoſt, That the Women of Edinburgh (1 
mean the Fanatical Part of them) had enter'd into a Con- 


ſpiracy to reſcue him between the Priſon and the Gallows; | | 


which obliged his Lordſhip to provide extraordinaryGuards, 

capable to prevent any ſuch Defign. This Tnformation was 

well 2 if it were not true; ſor there was never 
an 


ppearance of that Sex at any 214 
was at his, where a * — — Site 


ſtood together almoſt in and File, 
A r theve wee Sewn? 
Copies of his Speech diſtributed, and Verſes put up in 


ſeveral Places of the City, 


* 


The 


which he threw among the People; for there had he put 3 


(45) 


The following Satyr in Scortiſ 1 got a Copy 
of, which I here preſent unto you, En- 
titled as it was, to the — of wu 
ns Mitchel. 


ES 0-y-es Covenanters, _ | 
Filthy, Cruel, * 1 Ranters ; 
Come here, and ſee your murd ering _— 
Sent 10 Hell 7 16 Hang ma , * 
Mar SealingWitmeſſes we bear 3 J 
Are Mr. James Mitchel Aa Weir: _ OP 
One with bis Hand, but had nn Pit,, 23 
TV other your Wrues know well wherewith ; 2 © 
Which makes them ſigh, and fighing fay, 142 
Welſh can but Preach, but Weir conld rer. 
R's this that all Relig;on ſhames, * | 
To give HelP's Vices —— ? 4 
, Then Devils, then. caſt off your — .: M 27 
Murder and Ii bare dom are your Tes, | 157. h 
ö Which you to all the World proclazm, EY 'F 1 FLAT 
; Boaſting and Gli in your -e 
—_ your Covenant doh e ̃ r 


Thu, Maar tz iſmal vom; J. f + 3 » 
And that r r. dotb bind o renn 
——— — — * eb er 
N For at, and after your ong Prayers, - IE ie : 
Ton 2 by Pairs; 1 111 21 
Au even private Meeting Place IN 
T: . is made a Grece : | 6:51.47 72 * 


a ny loving Natures, nl. l 
| 0 . Creatures. N ticlv: 
Bu 


FEET 1 


& 
— 


NS II 


& 


TTL 


8. 


But 10 Holy order 1 Nats 
17450 E 5 
| 910 aun o . 14984 
8 A128 2 

Alas James Mitchel lay four Tear . 6 14 D257) 
I Griflald's with Weir; 1 
' And from bis Ghoſtly Father learns 
Td he with Wome and get no Bairns, 
| The Myſtery of the Bak, 4 Trick 
# 2 Women mad Fanatick : 

bond they both in Hell are met, 


be | ker for your Company they wait, 


BYE In Aue 
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Then fill our Meaſure, and poſt on 

To your deſery'd Dammation. 
So Whore and Bugger, Kill ard Pray, 
Till every Dog ſhall have bis Day; 

Oy go together to Hell in Troops, 
Eſſe ſtrius for new Graſi - market Loops. 

He that es beſt, and Murders moſt, 
| Of bim the Seft ſhall always boaſt ; 

Aud put bim, as they've put Mas James, 

Among their Saints and Martyrs Names. 


Kingdom, wherein Fanaticiſm moſt abounds. This 
muſt needs awakery your Curioſity to enquire from what 


d ſtrong Verricity to that Point, Truly, the 
Keaton is the ſame for which yours haunt London, and the 
moſt opulent Towns: and Counties of * — even the 
| Riches of the Place. There's a neceſſity laid upon them to 
Preach the Goſpel these. j yea, wo unto them if they Preach 
it not in Fife and the , where ſo many Rich Traders, 
and Heritors live. But as. for the Highlands, and other 
Sr eee eg — — 
them, but ve and dye in 10 
becauſe their Souls are net fo precious for want of Silver = 
Gold. I remember when F. was at Zorxdon in 76. I heard 
a Famous Conventicte Miniſter ſay, That if it were not 
for the Non- conforming Miniſters, Thouſands of Souls in 
that populous City, would ſtarve for want of the Word. I 
very much wonder'd to hear him ſay ſo, conſideri ng how 
many Hundred Sermons were Preached every Week 
the Orthodox Miniſters, and the beſt, I chought, that ever 

I had heard. But being the next Day in ſome Company, 
which was diſcourſing-about the Conventicles, one or two of 
them began to tell of the: great ſtoro a Money the Con- 
 venticle-Preachers had in the Bunbe, ind hom fome of them 
their Coaches, and he beker'd t wauld not bo long 


ere their Wives kept their Chairs. Then I began to under- | 


ſtand the Reaſon of the great Care thoſe Gentlemen had to 
feed the Souls of the Citizens ; and was very glad, that 
keep a Coach was no longer a fign of | Prelatical Pride. 


to 

When I return'd home, I told our Whip), that the Non- | 
eonformiſts Miniſters of Zondow began to keep Coaches; | 
but the greateſt part ef them would not believe me; and | 
thoſe that did, ſaid with fighs, they were forty, that there | 


were 
To, 


» W 1 Rs oo 


o u fe the Po is « Place above alt. others of this 


Magnetiſm it is, that our Conventicle-preachers have ac- 
ir d ſuch a 


FS Syros Saenger sene 


322 


vere 


Miniſters; whereof ſome living in great Plenty and — 


ZBuaptiſmal Vow with the Covenant; not, as I conceive, 
| the common Account, as another Poet may do, but b=cauſe 


cleanneſs in all Species, with Women, Devil and Beaſts. 


ol this Kingdom; where he was early pre 
Principles of Schiſm and Rebellion, 


ie 24 8 7 8 Ferner EE ate 


| 1649, 'be 


(47) 
were Diotrepbeſes among them, that loy'd the Pre-eminence, 
and that GOD would have a Controverſie with them for 
their Prelatical Pride. The like I have den in a Preface to 


| a Presbyterian Treatiſe of Divinity, Printed about that 
Time, wherein the Author complains of the Prelatical Spirit, 


that began to ſhew it ſelf among the Non-conformi 
contemned others who were Poor, and whoſe Lot was fallen 


in Places, where Perſecution did abound. EL 


In the &ortiſh Verſes, you ſee the Poet upbraids their 


tis the frequent Practice of our Whig-Preachers to 


the Children of their Diſciples into the Sema League and 


Covenant, as well as into the Covenant of Grace, He ald 
takes Notice of the intimate Familiarity betwixt Mr. 
Mitchel and Major Weir; and unleſs you will be at the 
Pains to read the Life of the latter, as well as the former, 
you'll never de able to underſtand the Satyr, nor know 


| whether the Satyriſt's Indignation be juſt or unjuſt, I'll 


promiſe you the Narrative ſhall affe& you both with Wonder 
and Indignation; tho? for the Honour of our Nature and 
Religion, I wiſh no ſuch Stories were extant in the World. 


Nay, confident I am, that when you have conſider d it in 


all the Circumſtances that attend it, you will ſay, that he 
was one of the moſt prodigious Sinners that ever was extant 


of human Race : For there's nothing in Hiſtory comparable 


to him, nor I will ever be; and had not our Blefed 
Saviour told us, that Men may be ſo wicked, as to Sin be- 
yond Forgiveneſs, I could ſcarce have beliey'd that any 
Ma much leſs a Chriſtian, could have committed C- 


But ſuch a Menſter was this Phariſee, of whom I am going 
to give you an Account; which is taken out of the public 
Regiſter of our Criminal Court, and the Authority of 
Perſons of known Integrity, and great Reputation in the 


| World. | 


Thomas Weir was Born and Bred in the Weſtern rw 
fefled with th 
ich he ſhew'd upon 


all occaſions, particularly in the Beginning of the late Re- 
| bellion, wherein he was a forward Stickler, and by his ex- 
| traordinary Zeal for the Cauſe, raifed himſelf to a greater 
Command in ſome Troop or Company, than Men of his 
mean Original uſe to arrive unto here. About the Year 

bad the great Truſt of the Guards of this City 


COm- 


( 48 ) 


committed unto him under the Quality of Major ; and from 


that time to the Day of his infamous Death, was always 


called _— Name of Major Weir. He behav 'd himſelf in 
e with great Cruelty and Inſolence towards the 
Loyal Party, being very active in diſcovering and a 


bending the Cavaliers, and bringing them to be Arraign'd 


and Try'd for their Lives. He uſed to Inſult and Triumph 
over them in their Miſeries, and Perſecute them with all 
manner of Sarcaſms and Reproaches, when they were bo 
out like Victims to 1 Execution; as many 
can teſtie to the In particular, this — 
Villain treated the Heroick Marqueſs of Montroſs, with all all 
inable Inſolence and Inhumanity when he lay in 
Priſon; ma his very Calamities an Argument, * 
GOD, "as well as Man, had forſaken him; a nd calling him 
Atheiſt, Traytor, Apoſtate, 1 — Wend, 
many more ſuch intollerable Names. This cruel Man- 
ner after which he uſed to outrage the poor Royaliſts, paſꝰd 
among, the People for extraordinary Zeal ; and made them 
conſider him as a ſingular Worthy, whom GO D had raiſed 
up to ſupport the Cauſe. He ſtudied the Art of Diſſimulation 
and Hypocriſie, always affe&ing a formal Gravity and De- 
mureneſs in his Looks and rtment; and employing a 


| Roß Se ing without Book, ich Words and Phraſes of the 
ptures, as might ſerve beſt in all Companies to 

make him py TY and Gifted Man. bo 

quir'd a 4 Gracefalneſs i in Whining and Si 

— any of the ſacred Clan; and had learn'd to 

— himſelf upon all ferious Occahons, in a far more o Elie 

Accent, than any of their Miniſters could attain unto, By 

theſe, and otheg Hypocritical At, he had got ſuch a Name 

for Sanity and Devotion, that was the Man with 

whom he would converſe, and Bed was the Family in 

which he would vouchſate to Pray, 

For he pretended to Pray only in the Families of ſuch as 
were Aria of the higheſt 2 inſomuch, that the 
Brethren and Siſters of theſe Precin&s, would ſtrive who 
ſhould have him to Exerciſe in their Houſes; and of thoſe 
 thatliv'd at a greater diſtance, ſome would come forty or 
rs fr have the Happineſs to hear him Pray. He 

indeed, ior by what Aliſtance will be ſeen bereafter, 2 
wonderful fluency in extemporary Prayer, and what thro* 
Enthuſiaſtical P U Extaſies and Ra res, into wy 
| he would appear e he made the amazed 
* he was actuated by the ot GOD. Be 

"0 


vaſt and tenacious Memory, which GOD had given him, 
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Meter 4 Nr. 
made Judges 
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Haie Firſt To the Charge 
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cromancers 


Ty more 
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erer 


koeich, which m i S exrragy i | 
ler, in & ſhorter time then. three vr four Women could have 


Lerd Advocate, calPd for further Probation againſt them 


ted frequent Incefts with his Sifter Fane; 
tions and Adulteries with other Perſons; and Beaſtiality 


1er 


them in 

he 

That y o 
That be bad 

ter, ſa chat 

* - Mendes arecedine and that Day i 
| the Morning, chat he e 0 be had cenie 
| Inceſt with bis Siſter Fane, and Maxgaret Bourdon his Wife's 
Daughter; Beattiatity Wich a Mare in the Weſt, 


— 


| 


(G12 Þ 


nary quantities of Terk" for - 
en 
Tben they pr 


proceeded to Swear the Witneſſes, which the 


both, Of theſe, Jobn 0lipent, William Jobnſton and Archi- 


| bold Hamilton, Aldermen of Rliabugb Depon'd, That on 
| — — the Major's Arraignnient, he did 
freely 


and declare unto them, That he had contmit-' 


divers Fornica- 


| with a Mare and a Cow, Maſter Juha Sinclar, a Conventicle- 
— Dexoo'd, That the Day before his Tryal, he 
freely cc d unto him, that he was guilty of Adultery, 
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yz and that he had Carnally converſed: wich his 
ide ſervant Weemy for two and twenty Years, 
Mr. Ar Nisbert, Writer to the 21 
lat in the Lear 51 or 52, it was reported in the Country, 


7 


Mr. 


-.: | thar che Major had committed e Why niet 


H 2 


* " 


) 
reported the fame Day, is 
r. Jahn Alexantdey of 
then but half 


her into the Weſt-Couri 
de a 2nd complained of bim 

ſaw in & to Mr. Nave 

the Miniſter of New-Mils at whoſe inſtance — 

back to the Place by ſome 

for want of further Probation, And further. bei asked 

about the time, he anſwer' d, That to the beſt of hi Re- 


hich e 
knew any thi — —— | 
ſaid ts be betwixt the Devil and her Brother; ſhe declared, 
that ſhe had 2 time been jealous of it, but was - not 
or ſeven Years before, ſhe had found a 


certain; and that 


Fersen, * Shoulder, like that which is called the 
Y ho or Gomes fit ada. N | 
e Spe ene yur Are rand Bans 


and Fornication by a Plurality of Votes, 


with a Mare and with a Cow, and found him of 
alſo unanimouſly — 1 in J Guilt of Iticeſt 1 


. Pats Sa thof — — 
on owing the 11 
Burnt to Aſtes ; and Condemned 2 — 


to be . 
'd on the 
following, in the Gra- Martet of 

dus far have I given gen pa» jr Account of che de- 
take Clin of this 1 — ＋ Man; 1 
now to you with ſome 

no leſs fu K — 
r as thoſe Wen 


judicial 
_ ſird, ſhe defir'd the Guards 0 


When 
him from la) bold on a certain Staff, which, the f | 
if be chane'l © get imo bis Hand, he would 
drive them all out of Doors, notwithſtanding all the Re- ; 
fiſtance they could make. This Magical-Staff was all of | 


one piece, with a crooked Head of Thorn · wood: 1 


but was there dif. | 
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- While bew in Priſon, he:ackrion 


knowledged his Hyporrite 
by which he had deluded Men sud mock'd GOD; at 
claring, that in all bis Life he had never 
in private, nor had any Power tofeak 
des it; altbougl he had fuck an 
charming Utrerance in bis ſolkeiny -Conventicle- 
He: alſo confeſſed, ow he never bow d 
or other 


by one of the City- Miniſters, that he would not ſo reſol 


rdon, 
his — he was with much difficulty with-held from 
peing of them in their Devotions, and the pollute he 
— n when they began to Pray, was to! | 
fis Bed in a moſt ſtupid manner, with his Mouth 
nd when Prayers were ended, being ask'd if he had 
them and attended to them, he told them, They were very 
woubleſome, and cruel to him; and that be neither beard their 
Devotion, nor cared for it, nor could be the better for all tho 
Prayers that Men or Angels could offer up to Heaven upon bis 
Account. 
It was his Intereſt to believe there was nv GOD; and 
therefore to eaſe the Torments of his Mind, he a 
now and then to comfort, and flatter up himſelf into this 
ibfard belief. For he was ſometimes obſery'd to ſpeak very 
doubtfully about his Exiſtence ; in particular to ſay, That 
— not for the Terrors which he found Tormenting 
bim within, he ſhould ſcarce believe there was a GOD. 
with Tenderneſs and Com 


y 
himſelf, deſpairi of G O D's Mercy, which 
A = Lit en France to Murtherers, Adul- 


ee wy 


al all the glories of Heaven 


nmirted the Sins, 2 Ar Iam ſe beck wh 


I could not prevail 2. 
ad 


d Carates had Bribed to Perſonate the Godly 
d was ſaid to be gone with a Contribution to the 
2 * oa. . 


CR) 

Report was belicv'd in the Weſt for ſeveral Months, til 
time di ſcover'd that the Major was no more. 1 
As tor Jane, this incarnate Devil's Siſter, ſhe was very 
inſenlible ot her great Sins, and was io tar trom Remorſe of bis 
Conſcience tor them, and Deſpairing of the Mercy of — 
GOD, as ſhe did, that the preſum'd too much upon it; 1155 
placing a great deal of Conſidence in her conſtant adherence yr — 
to the Covenant, which ſhe call'd in her Brother Mitchel: :. b 
Stile, The Cauſe and Intereſt of Chriſt. She contelled indeed, 1 - 
as he did, that her Sins deſerv'd a worſe Death than ſte 7 
was condemn'd to Dye; but ſhe never ſhew'd her elf; o 6 
the leait concern d jor what might enſue atter Death. When| Con 
| fe was upon the Ladder, ſhe beſpoke the People in the Nia; 
tollowing Words, I jee a great Croud of People come hither ty Jud. 
Day to be hold a poor old miſerable Creatures Death, but I gf hi 
there be few among you, who are weeping and mourning for the che 
broken Covenant: And having ſo ſpoken, ſhe threw her, nt 
ſeli in greater hafle off the Ladder than a Perſon ſhould have (i ati 
done, who was no better prepar'd tor another World. iF þ 
I could tell you many more remarkable Stories of ww, be 
Fanatick Zealots, that have been put to Death tor lying] Rev 
with Beaits, and other unnatural Crimes. One not wes 
Years ſince was put to Death at Sterling for committi | 
Uncleanneſs with five individual, among which that 
were tour Species of irrational Animals; and inumediate| ; 
be fore his Execution, the unclean Wretch proteſted againk 
the Prelates, and boaſted of his conitant Zeal for the cu 
nent ; and ſo without declaring any Deteſtations of bis 
Crimes, or deſiring the People to Pray for him, went df 


. * 


with all Aſſurance into the other World. I ſhould not have 
related any of theſe Stories, with Reflection on the Schifmat 
cal Party, but that nine parts in ten of the horrid S 
ſach as Witchcraft, Beaſtiality and Inceſt, are found ama 
tiem; which hath occaſion'd a Proverbial Sarcaſm in au 
Language againit them, That the Whigs ga 10 Heaven 4 
of their own. This is no Hyperbole, but a plain Hiſtorie 
Truth, which our Judges can teltite, and which may Ws 
confirm'd by the Regitters of our Criminal Courts. 

And then as tor Adulteries and Fornications, thoſe er 
mon Failings of theſe Phariſees; there are more of then 
committed, and more Baitards Born witkin their Count 
the Weſtern Holy Land than in all our Nation beſde 
I his is evident irom comparing, the Pariſh Regiſters, an, 
the Regiſters of the Presbyteries, or Rural Deaneries a the 
thoſe Shires, th the reit of the Parith, and Presbytery n 
Regiſters in every Diocels of the Church. Not very Jong 


4 
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| fince, in a Pariſh within the Presbytery of Paſely, there 
were no fewer than 17 Whigs, who did publick Penance 
for Fornications and Adulteries, at one time. The Pari. 
is very diſaffe&ed, fo that on that Lords Day, wherein 
this Herd of Goats did Rand in the Seat of pablick Repen- 
d tance; there were but two Regular Perſons, beſides the 
; Miniſter and Precentor in the Church. I know you are 
ace already wondering, that Fanatical Sinners will do Penance 
es. in the Kirk, which is as ſerious and folemn a piece of Worthip, 
ed, a; any belongsto the Service of GO . 0 
te Therefore to unriddle the Paradox unto you, be pleas d 
to take Notice, That if any Fornicator, Adulterer, Ce. 
Contumaciouſly refuſe to ſubmit to Church-Cenſure, his 
the! Niajeſty's Advocate is to purſue him before the Supreme 
719 Judicature, or Lords of the Seſſion; who, upon Evidence 
row o his Contumacy, iſſue out Order for having him dechar'd 
the the King's Rebel, that is, to be ſolemnly Denounc'd an 
her Out-Law, with the Sound of an Horn. Aſter the Denun- 
ve ciation, Letters of Caption are direct againſt him; fo that 
if he be taken, he muſt be put in Priſon ; and although 
he be not, he forfeits his Perſonal, and the Annual 


= 


8. 2,9 


& 2970s, as Theophilus, the Greek Civilian, calls Slaves 


Law is almoſt in the fame Condition with us, as Deportatus 


Civil Employment : He hath "no Head in Law; he can 
make no Will or Teſtament of his own, nor receive any 
Benefit by any other Man's. So that onr Whigs (like yours, 
who will be Married by the Common-Prayer) chooſe rather 
tomock G O D, and offend their tender C onſciences ſome- 
mug times, than forfeit their Liberty and Eſtates, © © 
lm very well ſatisfyd in my own Conſcience, that 
mm I have done nothing againſt the ſtricteſt Rules gf Chriſtian 
Charity, in fiſcoreripg the impious Principles and Practices 
of this Se& : I have it upon the ſame Grounds and 


Ad! Motives, that the Ancient Fathers publiſh'd the wicked 


Lives and Opinions of the more primitive Hereticks ; parti- 


cularly of the Gnaſticks, who were the Archetype of our 
Whigs: And the Parallel in moſt particulars runs ſb exa 


then between them, that I cannot abſtain from comparing — 


- 
— . 1 * 
* 


ant?}'s together. 


ey Firſt then, As the Gnaſt icks were ſo calld from VPeuShroiar 


„ Aren, or Knowledge, fallly fo call'd, and boaſted. that 


"EY met Ignorant of the Chriſtian Religion, of any Seck in the 
10 12 World 


Revenues of his Real Eſtate, and becomes altogether 


in Inſulam, was among the Royrans z he is uncapable of all 


] they were the moſt Knowing; altho' they really wete the 


and Minors, and all that are Ciuily Dead. Hence an u- 


„ 


ä 


Cri. "_ | 
Secondly, As the Guoſtic ts 2 
| ale than all r Chriſtians; : and 


wo” 


teret the Werdet GO B A abſurdly, to make it comply | 


with their wicked Opinians, as the G Gmoſtichs did to make it 


Countenance theirs. Mr, Mitcbel's Papers are full Proof | 


of 13 Charge, 3 L fre I mention d before. 
dly, As the ic 2 2 Yu, Or 

high Things of Simon Magus, "- m with G & 

ſo our Whigs ſpeak big · ſwelling bandes of 2 — 
Nha League and nant ; to which they ridiculou | 
Apply, whatſoever is ſaid of the Covenant of Grace, 
GOD made with Abrabam, and of that Political —— | 
which he made with the Jews, and of the Counterpart of 


it ; which the Jews, or ary of their made and res | 


new'd with G Baptizin their Children into it, as | 
into the Covenant of the Goſpel, and making it the Cauſe, | 
and Intereſt, and Truth of Chrift. 
Fourthly, As the Gnaſticts prete aded to be Chriſtians, and | 
yet in many Things comply'd with the wicked Jews, and | 
joined with them in ar againſt the Church; | 
So our pretend to be the pureſt 1221 in ie 
World; yet in many Things are real nen i 
joyn _ Cordia 23 them to over-throw both our 


our Church; h the 2. acknowledge to be the | | 
rongeſt Bulwark againſt themſelves, 2 are in the 4 
| Proteſtant World. 


2 As the Gneſticks contumeliouſly uſed the A 
resbyters of the Primitive Church, hating tl 
cke Malice of Cain, and 4— ying them 


rpation 
and wes at | his Maj, * al b- 


Magiſtrates that 


rt them; Binding F 
— no Oath, to Extcpa , onto * 


. 


a wwwo arg tr EEE OY 8 


aw 6. &., 9 


F - 


and pious Men. 


with a brace of Bullets, or a Durke. The Narratives, I 


HONDA ER ere Fes, SLT $ us 


Moral Men; nd white hey i 
People that adhere to the hurch, they fall i 
of Impurities to the great Scandal of the Proteſtant Name. 

1 am not fo uncharttale as — A 


Phariſees, among whom not wi 


In this ſenſe it was that St, Paul * the whole Nation 
of the Cretzans, with the Character of one of their old Poets, 
That they were Lyers, evil Beaſts, and ſlow Bellies ; and far 
my own Part, I believe that among the Gnofticks themſelves, 
there were a conſiderable number No liv'd free from thoſe 


portentous Sins, 2 and Fpipbanim charges 
the Sect. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


Von may Communicate this Lener to 3 of 


your Friends as you pleaſe ; but you muſt take Care 
— my Name, leaſt if it be known, I paſs ſor an 
» os os le of COD; and thereupon another 

Min AA World for a Camnaanite or 


humbly conceive, are very profitable to be known : One 
of them affords an — Example of counterfeit Zeal, 
and the other of Hypocriſte, or Pl ſaiſm ; which om 


| * 
En — which the — of all Ages wr owes * 


u to date ths Maltitude int6 Fattior and Schiſ@hn.": 
(Hes, the Knowledge of theſe ching will move al 
to pity the miſerable Eos tion of our CH 
to Pray tor Her both to —_— and the K 


iſe undeceive all ingenuous that have h 
e to be Miſiiided by 'by the Abe Informations 


2 8 e more rid: 
rious Corr nce betwixt them, than ths pil 
— in which 1 write, will | permit me to relate. 30 

Mort time, F bel be bie to Kiſcorcr the Cabals untß ve 
I thie mean time, let us Love, Hoftbur, and R me 
d mbether with Plezfure and 'Refpett. - ray 


£333 1's; cc 1. 0. 


& W next, ae | 
Tide is Advorate, Ex ra 


us here what the latrer meat. I 
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